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Immigration and Urbanization
Immigration
Immigration and Opportunity

In 1886 the Statue of Liberty was dedicated in New York Harbor


The statue became a traditional symbol of immigration and opportunity

Emma Lazarus wrote a dedication to the statue which became a traditional statement of the United States as the open door to opportunity that liberty makes possible


Give me your tired, your poor,


Your huddled masses yearning to breath free,


The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,


Send these, the homeless, the tempest-toss’d to me.


I lift my lamp besides the golden door.


More than 6.3 million people immigrated to the U.S. from 1877-1890



This trend continued in the early 20th century

Old and New Immigrants

These new immigrants were different from the old immigrants prior to the Civil War

The old immigration was primarily from the British Isles, Germany, and Scandinavia


Mostly protestant, but Irish Catholic

The new immigrants were from southern Italy, the Balkans, Central Europe, Eastern Europe, and Russia


Mostly, Catholic, Orthodox, and Jewish

The need for large amounts of unskilled labor drew immigrants to the U.S.
Reasons for Immigration


What drove the new European immigrants to the U.S. from 1877-1900?

The emerging nationalism in Germany and Italy brought about military conscription
The new nationalism also loosened the traditional restrictions on movement of populations in those countries

Also the emergence of a national economy in those countries created disruptions in local economies as they became integrated into the international economy
The attempt to unify the Russian nation unleashed pogroms where mobs attacked populations who practiced traditions considered non-Russian

These victims included Jews, Polish Catholics, and German Mennonites

Finally, as immigrants became settled in the U.S. they communicated with their families in Europe about the opportunities they could take advantage of

Not all immigration during this time was aimed at the U.S. or at staying in the U.S.


Many went to Brazil and Argentina

Many returned to Europe with the money they had made temporarily working in the U.S.

Immigrant Life
Immigrant Society

When immigrants arrived in the U.S. they reconstructed the societies that they left behind


They created and established institutions that reinforced ethnicity

Churches, mutual-aid societies, clubs, newspapers all were the effect of this ethnic behavior

The creation of these immigrant communities did not immediately make the U.S. one society as the “melting pot” metaphor or idea suggests

Melting pot is only a metaphor for intermarriage and that didn’t begin to take place until the 20th century



Immigrants sought to maintain their culture and traditions




This is because people only know what they have learned

Old and New Traditions

But immigrants to the U.S. were immediately different than those left behind in Europe

Being in a new nation they identified with their ethnicity more than their close or distant kinsmen as those in Europe did

And being in the U.S. they learned and copied American behaviors that separated them from those in Europe

They became involved in the industrialism, consumerism, and urbanization of the new post-Civil War U.S.

As a result of these changes old traditions eroded in favor of new ones

During the late nineteenth century, the Americanization process coupled with ethnic resistance in favor of tradition

Social Issues
The large numbers of immigrants that flooded the U.S. also caused concern among other Americans whose ancestry had stretched back into the previous decade and centuries
The flood of immigrants upset the Germanic-English cultural heritage that Americans shared up to this point

The great divisions between the numerous immigrants had the potential of creating social discord

The immigrants didn’t identify with one another as immigrants and not by common religion either

Ethnicity contributed to prejudice and discrimination against and among the immigrants

Ethnic behavior ultimately created a backlash against immigrants, especially those from non-European countries


Chinese were specifically targeted

In early 1870s Chinese were targeted by American rioters in California


1871 Los Angeles


Sandlot Revolt
Chinese could not vote, get public employment, or remove them from municipalities, or live in certain areas


In 1879 immigration from China was prohibited


Remember, the Statue of Liberty was on the east coast facing Europe
The ideal of Social Darwinism reinforced nativist’s attitudes against the immigrants

Social Darwinism was a misguided attempt to apply Darwinism to the understanding of competition and success in society

Herbert Spencer, an English scholar, popularized the idea

Basically, as Spencer and his followers understood, the ablest would succeed and the weak and reckless would fail

Survival of the fittest was for the good of society, and the natural process of competition and elimination meant progress

This concept did not understand that competition was not the basis of society

Actually, social behavior, cooperation, and restraint, not competition is the basis of society

Urbanization
Population Growth


The U.S. was born in the country and has moved to the city

It was during the period between the Civil War and WWI that the move was made

In 1860 less than a quarter of the population lived in a city or town

By 1890 that figure reached a third

By 1910 nearly half lived in towns and cities

The urbanization of the U.S. took place at a dizzying pace

Chicago, for example, doubled its population every decade between 1850 and 1890, growing from 30 thousand to over one million in little over a generation

But it was not just the big cities of today that grew during this time

Places like Akron, OH, Duluth, MN, and Tacoma, WA also experienced tremendous growth

No less than 101 communities grew by 100% or more in the 1880s alone

Why did people flock to the cities during this time?

Some people were not pulled to the city but were pushed off the farm and just ended up in the city more or less by accident

Overall the city was filled with people who were eager to seize the new opportunities offered by the metropolises

Who were the people that flocked to the towns and cities?

There were two streams of new urban dwellers: the foreign immigrant, and Americans from the country

Most studies of the new urbanites focus on the foreign immigrants, but most of those who moved to the cities at this time were from the farms in places like Vermont and Iowa

The primary cause of population growth during this period in the U.S. was not immigration but high fertility rates of Americans in the country

For every industrial worker that became a farmer in the 19th century twenty rural Americans became urban dwellers

It was the sons and daughters of farmers who left the farm for the cities in search for work and a better life

Boys left the plow and livestock behind to tend machines, to dig ditches, haul dirt or bricks, and to hammer

Girls more often found indoor jobs like a sales clerk in a department store (Marshall Field's), or secretarial work in many of the companies located in the cities
Physical Growth

With the incredible growth in population came the physical growth of the American city

Cities grew both upwards and outwards


Skyscrapers began to appear in Chicago and New York in the 1870s

The demand for premium locations and cheap steel contributed to this vertical building style

Louis Sullivan led the way in skyscraper architecture in Chicago

But Chicago grew horizontally as well as the city expanded into the surrounding countryside

This application of vertical and horizontal growth became the model for most of the US, especially in the South and the West
Chicago also established the standard in city planning as the city rebuilt after the devastating 1871 fire

Streets were built wide and parks were planned and established ahead of population growth to new areas

This planning contributed to the suburbanization of American cities

The physical growth of cities was accompanied by the growth of city services

Firefighting, water and sewage, trash collecting, and transportation services were some of the services acquired and managed by city governments

These developments were part of a general process of urban reform that began to emerge in the later nineteenth century

Urban Political Reform

The rapid growth of urban areas after the Civil War contributed to numerous of problems for urban dwellers
Housing was inadequate

Cities like New York had to rapidly come up with housing for incoming immigrants

Sanitation was non-existent


Human and animal waste littered the streets

And the political system was oftentimes corrupt


Boss rule was the standard of political hierarchies in most cities

Boss rule was based on basic paternalism where political leaders assumed responsibility for their patrons in various contexts

If someone need a job, or needed something taken care of in the neighborhood, they could go to the local political leader and ask for a favor

The effect of the neighborhood, ward, or city boss taking care of these tasks was unwavering political support

Bosses of all levels took advantage of this paternal system to line their pockets with municipal funds, and paybacks in exchange for favorable contracts

By the 1870s reformers began to target this system of political support and graft

It was seen to be motivated by the selfish desires of the bosses and the political enslavement of their patrons

It was claimed that boss rule intentionally kept city residents in a poor condition by exchanging various favors for political support

The Tweed Ring in New York was the focus of an intense reform movement that ultimately succeeded in its destruction in 1872

Urban political good government reform movements swept across the nation as reformers insisted on honest, efficient, and economical government

Reform is all about restraint

Urban reformers sought public ownership of utilities, better health and sanitation, social services, and urban planning

Ultimately the various urban reform movements on the local level became the basis of the early 20th century national reform movement known as progressivism
