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The Antecedents of English Colonization

English

The John Cabot expedition of 1497 was the first English attempt to explore the western hemisphere (two voyages)

Cabot was an Italian from Venice

Looking for route to Asia
For most of the sixteenth century English activity in North America focused on fishing expeditions

Unlike the Spanish interest in establishing colonies in North America, the English were mostly interested in searching for passageways to the Orient

North American lands were not a sufficient lure for the English

French

It was the French, rather than the English, to be the successors of Cabot

Another Italian, Giovanni Verrazano (from Florence but a long time resident of France) sailed to America for France in search for the Northwest Passage

In 1524 Verrazano made an extensive exploration of the North American coast and also opened up trade between France and the Portuguese colony of Brazil

Verrazzano was interested in the colonization of the St. Lawrence River region

Verrazzano's plans were thwarted when he was killed by Carib Indians in 1528
In the 1530s Jacque Cartier, who was probably familiar with Brazil and Newfoundland, made two voyages in which he investigated the St. Lawrence River as far up as the Indian settlement at Montreal

In 1541 Cartier had the idea to plant a colony on the St. Lawrence near Quebec as a base to further explore for a Northwest Passage

The settlers of this early French colony were male and were mostly convicts

After a season of Indian troubles, disease and a harsh winter, the colony was abandoned

Later the French resettled the colony

This time the two hundred settlers included women

Like before after a harsh winter and suffering from disease the colony was abandoned

Although these early French experiences in America failed they were important in that they fortified the idea of colonization among the French

Protestant Reformation

Luther 1517
Henry VIII 1531

Calvin 1536 (reform)

Huguenots (named for Bezanson Hugues)

By the 1550s Protest Calvinism gained strength in many parts of France

The religious and political difficulties which arose from the spread of Protestantism in France became an impetus for colonization for persecuted Huguenots
Nicloas Durand de Villegaignon first proposed the colonization of the New World by the Huguenots

In 1555 a Huguenot settlement was established on the coast of Brazil (France and Brazil had trade ties)

This colony failed when Villegaignon, sensing the political climate in France shifting decidedly in favor of Catholicism, declared his sympathies to the Church and abandoned the Huguenot colony

The Portuguese attacked the Huguenot colony to rid their empire from the Protestants in 1560
The Huguenots remained relatively strong politically in France after the failure of this first colonial undertaking

As time went the idea for Huguenot colonies in America strengthened

At this point in time the Huguenot efforts focused on North America with the idea that the colony could exploit the Spanish treasure fleets

The Spanish had made several attempts to colonize Florida but without success thanks to the hostile Indians

In 1562 a large group of Huguenots led by Jean Ribault, an experienced French pirate, set up a colony at near Quebec

Two years later the Huguenots established Fort Caroline on the St. John River in Florida (near St. Augustine) as a base for operations against the Spanish fleets

Collapse of Huguenot colony

Ribault's weak leadership, the neglect of agriculture in favor of searching for gold, and Indian troubles caused great troubles for the colony

A fleet arrived at Fort Caroline with supplies and reinforcements in 1562, but it was dispersed and damaged by a storm that blew up shortly after it arrived

Finally, the colony was attacked in 1565 and taken by the Spanish and all the Huguenot settlers were executed
The collapse of the Huguenot initiative toward North America was followed by the development of the English as a colonial force in the hemisphere
French had a lack of sophistication in their approach to colonization
Development of English Colonization

English seafaring developed relatively slowly

The English first focused on trade and privateering and established mercantile ventures in Morocco, Guinea, and Moscow

Through these ventures the English began to establish a tradition of deepwater and long voyages
Privateering especially encouraged during reign of Elizabeth I (1588-1603)
The English were heavily influenced with the Protestant struggle of the Huguenots
Ribault even had gone to England in 1562 to organize a joint Anglo-French Protestant colonization scheme for North America

The Huguenots had used Spanish accounts of the geography and colonization of the New Wold to develop their own ideas on their colonization efforts

The English had acquired these accounts from the French and they were translated into English (this was in the 1560s and 70s)

The first attempts by the English to establish colonies in America were led by Humphery Gilbert and Walter Raleigh

Both of these men (half-brothers) had been active in the religious wars in France and the English attempts to conquer Ireland

In 1578 Gilbert received a grant from Elizabeth to establish a colony in America

In 1583 Gilbert landed in Newfoundland and then set off southward in search for better sites for a colony

Being late in the summer/fall Gilbert decided to return to England before a site suitable for colonization could be determined

On his return he was lost at sea

Raleigh then took over his brothers colonizing enterprise

He received a charter from the Queen and explored the Carolina Banks in 1584

The next year (1585) a party of one hundred men under Richard Greenville landed at Roanoke Island and founded a colony

A year later (1586) this group became dissatisfied with their lot and returned to England

In 1587 Raleigh directed another group to the Chesapeake Bay region

This group, however, was dumped in Roanoke Island as the Portuguese ship captain was overly eager to set out for Spanish treasure ships

Roanoke was visited by supply ships from England in 1588, but these ships were diverted to the Spanish Main where they were crippled and never made it back to England

The confrontation between the English and the Spanish Armada in 1589 prevented the Roanoke colony from receiving supplies that year

Supply ships finally reached the colony in 1590 but no trace of the colonists could be found

The English were gaining valuable experience in colonization but they were still far from the level of colonization the Spanish had developed

The English had become superb seafarers, they were skilled in preying upon the Spanish, but they were still not a colonial power in North America

In 1584 Richard Hakluyt (the younger, an English ambassador to France and interested in navigation and colonization) began to develop an understanding on colonization for the English

He argued that the colonization of America was a worthy undertaking and that the only way to tap the natural wealth of the continent was to introduce civilization there—this included agriculture
He argued that the sites for these colonies should be suitable for naval bases (bays) and that they should be colonized by the poor and unemployed of England (he also suggested that petty criminals should be colonists)

Most importantly Hakluyt suggested that religious refugees would be suitable colonists
With this suggestion Hakluyt probably had the French Huguenots in mind

Hakluyt was a Puritan and probably saw that this idea could be implemented to reduce the polical and religious tensions between Puritanism and Anglicanism

Explain Puritanism

Originated in 1559

Early English efforts at colonization also not sophisticated like Spanish
No tradition

No civilizations
