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American Imperialism
Foundations of Foreign Policy
Monroe Doctrine

In 1823 the U.S. informed the powers of the Old World that the American continents were no longer open to European colonization, and that any effort to extend European political influence into the New World would be considered by the United States “as dangerous to our peace and safety”

The United States would not interfere in European wars or internal affairs, and expected Europe to stay out of American affairs

This policy came about as a result of the various wars for independence throughout North and South America during the 1810s

The policy formed a major part of the basic platform that U.S. foreign in the Western Hemisphere policy is based on

Manifest Destiny

Term coined in 1845 by John O’Sullivan complaining of foreign interference of limiting the greatness of the U.S. and checking American’s destiny to spread across the continent which had been allotted by Providence

Although coined in 1845 the idea had been around since the Pilgrims in 1620 and the Puritans in the 1630s and then later with the Scotch Irish frontiersmen in the Backcountry

The Calvinistic doctrine of pre-destination played a large role in the development of this mindset

Western expansion was intimately tied to religion in the U.S.

Some of the early frontiersmen were either inspired to move west because of religion or did so to spread religion to the Indians

Missionaries played a large role in western expansion

The Civil War was understood by many as a victory of Christianity over the evils represented by the South


Southerners were seen as renegades and apostates

The War should be seen as unleashing a great wave of missionary inspiration and activity in all areas of American life including foreign relations

Americans saw themselves as favored by Providence and that the U.S. was the City on a Hill that could be seen as an example for the world

Providence as understood by Protestantism had made American society a success

Other societies that were seen as failures were so because they did not express the same kind of morality

But much of western expansion was the effect of more secular desires to make a living

What secular developments drove expansion?


Land does not reproduce


Families reproduce

Family members have to move west in order to maintain their traditions and to make a living for themselves and their families

This economic motivation was initially based on agriculture

After the Civil War industrial and commercial interests also played a role in the idea of manifest destiny

Agriculture continued to be a motivation to expansion but it was commercial agriculture that inspired American interests in places such as Hawaii and Cuba

Reform

The idea of reform was closely tied to the religious understanding of manifest destiny

The term “Manifest Destiny” was coined during a time of hyper reform morality associated with the Second Great Awakening

The great reform movement of the Civil War in conjunction with the Monroe Doctrine and Manifest Destiny motivated Americans to actively engage the world

Of course this reform meant moral reform, but it also meant industrial, commercial, and political reform as well

Interest in and activity in expanding the United State’s influence abroad grew as reform movements became more influential across the country during the course of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century

The expansion of American foreign influence and engagement corresponds very closely to the growth and expansion in influence of domestic reform movements

Civil service reform, industrial regulations, agricultural reforms, social reform, political reforms, monetary reform, etc.

Reform within the framework of American traditions such as freedom, liberty, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, free trade, becomes the basis of American foreign policy

The religious motivations of this reform become less explicit during the period of the Progressive Era

The Progressive Era tends to stress secular morality as opposed to religious morality

Expansion of Influence


The Pacific



Alaska

Alaska was acquired from Russia in 1867 by Secretary of State William Seward for $7.5 million
Seward was implementing basic U.S. foreign policy based on the Monroe Doctrine

The U.S. had also opposed the French occupation of Mexico during the 1860s on the same basis


Hawaii

Americans had a long relationship with Hawaii going back to the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries


Whalers and traders visited Hawaii

American missionaries began to go there in the first half of the nineteenth century

In 1875 and 1887 the U.S. signed treaties of friendship with Hawaii giving them a favored status in sugar imports and establishing a naval base at Pearl Harbor

These treaties came about as a result of connections to American missionaries and planters in Hawaii

Influential Americans encouraged the Hawaiian king to accept constitutional restrictions to his power and establish a more representative form of government in 1887

After the king died he was succeeded by his sister Liliuokalani who re-imposed the monarchy

Americans on the islands reasserted their power and toppled the queen with the help of the marines in 1893

The Americans called for immediate annexation, but it did not happen until the Spanish-American War in 1898


Samoa

The United States became involved in Samoa as the U.S., Britain, and Germany agreed to share jurisdiction over the South Pacific islands in 1889

The shared jurisdiction created political instability on the islands and the powers decided to divide jurisdiction

The U.S. received West Samoa and the important port of Pago Pago in 1899



Naval power

Places like Hawaii and Samoa were important if the U.S. were to be able to project its influence through a strong navy

Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan argued in 1886 for a larger navy and the acquisition of bases around the world to project American influence and to protect its various interests

The growth of American naval power during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was to be the physical means of enforcing the Monroe Doctrine, continuing Manifest Destiny, and imposing American style reform on the world


Latin America



Nicaragua

In 1867 Seward acquired the right of transit across the isthmus at a later date


Forward thinking



Cuba

Cuba experienced a rebellion against Spanish colonization from 1868 to 1878

Many Americans supported Cuban independence and supplied the Cuban rebels with weapons

The U.S. also became a haven for Cuban insurgents and their supporters

The rebellion was brought to an end but Spain still had possession of the island

Significant American interests

Americans were in sugar and mining on the island and there was a large amount of trade between Cuba and the U.S.

But when fighting flared up again in 1890 American interests suffered




The Cuban revolt became serious in 1895

The Spanish strategy for putting down the revolt was to reconcentrate peasants into towns and lay waste to their lands

The U.S. formally protested these developments to the Spanish government

New York newspapers fueled Americans anger at the developments in Cuba
New York was also the U.S. headquarters for the rebels





The U.S. tried to negotiate a truce






But ultimately neither side trusted the other

The U.S. was insulted by the Spanish when it intercepted a letter in early February 1898 from the Spanish foreign minister depicting President McKinley was weak

A week later on February 15, the U.S.S. Maine exploded in Havana Harbor

These developments fanned the flames of war among those Americans who despised Spanish colonial authority

Ultimately the U.S. declared war on April 11



Spanish-American War




The war only lasted 100 days




Cuba and Caribbean





Cuba fell relatively quickly





The Spanish Caribbean fleet was obliterated





Spain left Cuba and the U.S. granted Cuba its freedom

The U.S. acquired Puerto Rico and access to a Cuban naval base

This contributed to growing U.S. influence in the Caribbean

Philippines

At the beginning of the war the U.S. destroyed the Spanish Pacific fleet at Manila Bay and acquired control over the Philippines

After U.S. territorial jurisdiction was established a Filipino insurgency broke out

Two years of fighting

Ultimately the American presence in the Philippines was used to strengthen U.S. influence in the Far East especially China


China



Early commercial connections




American New England Pacific otter fur traders



European competition

At a time of Chinese divisiveness and weakness European powers were able to establish colonial jurisdictions in various regions in China

British in Hong Kong, Portuguese in Macau, Germans in Tsingtao

China had a lot to offer in the form of raw materials, but it especially has the promise of great markets for European manufactured goods

As the European powers competed for these markets by establishing geographical monopolies the U.S. was threatened with being shut out of China altogether



Open Door

The open door policy suggested a cooperative interaction among all the foreign powers competing in China

The U.S. encouraged commercial reform

In 1899 and 1900 the U.S. encouraged European powers to respect the open door and they agreed

The Boxer Rebellion of June 1900 was a ethnic backlash against Europeans and Americans in Bejing

Ultimately European and American troops had to be sent to put down the rebellion

After the rebellion the U.S. took the position that the European powers should assure China of permanent safety and peace


Social behavior

Anti-imperialism

As the U.S. became more active at extending its influence abroad there began to develop a backlash against imperialism

This development was based on traditional American anti-colonialism, understanding the Americas as the U.S. traditional realm of influence based on the Monroe Doctrine, and Protestant morality that stressed foreign peoples’ lack of ability to acquire basic American traditions that required a strong moral foundation

Ultimately isolationism also was based on the basic traditions that led to American imperialism
