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The Development of the Cold War
The End of WWII


Truman becomes president



FDR dies



From Missouri




In army in WW I




Machine politics


The U.S. uses nuclear weapon against Japan



Possible invasion of Japan




Projected casualties





1 million U.S. casualties





10 to 20 million Japanese casualties

100s of thousands of people were killed as a result of the explosion and radiation


Yalta and American distrust of Soviets



Roosevelt had remained unsuspicious of and trusted the Soviets

Yalta conference of February1945 established conditions for the postwar world

Stalin got concessions on Soviet control over Outer Mongolia, Sakhalin, and the Kuril Islands in Asia

In Europe Stalin was given control to determine the nature of societies and governments in the area they controlled

They did outwardly agree to allow eastern European countries to decide their own fate


It didn’t work out that way



Poland

European Instability and U.S. Foreign Policy

Greece and Turkey 1947



British protectorate



British appeal for help



U.S. assumed responsibility for protecting from communism

Truman Doctrine

On March 12, 1947, Truman announced before a special session of congress that the policy of the U.S. must be to support free peoples resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressure

Greece and Turkey was threatened by both

This is known as the Truman Doctrine

And this becomes the foundation of postwar foreign policy

This is based on foreign policy precedent established since 1898


National Security Act



In July 1947 congress passed the National Security Act

This act consolidated all political control of the armed forced in the Department of Defense

It created the CIA as a central clearinghouse of national intelligence

It also created the National Security Council which gave expert advice to the president on matters of defense and security


Marshall Plan

During the summer of 1947 Secretary of State George Marshall proposed a recovery package for the reconstruction of Europe

This was originally aimed at all of Europe but the Soviets refused to participate

The Marshall Plan was authorized by the European Recovery Program which earmarked $17 billion for European reconstruction

This program helped Europe rebuild their society and economy and also assisted the U.S. by maintaining economic ties to Europe


Berlin Crisis

The Soviet Union was becoming more aggressive in Eastern Europe in response to these U.S. measures

A Soviet backed coup d’etat in Czechoslovakia in 1948 put down a popular democratic uprising

Berlin had been divided by the conquering allies

In June 1948 the western allies consolidated their administration in western Germany and western Berlin


This effectively created West Germany

The Soviets responded by blocking off access to Berlin in order to force the western allies from the city

The U.S. conducted a major airlift operation that lasted until the spring of 1949

This event was the first major confrontation between the U.S. and the Soviet Union of the Cold War


NATO

In response to the growing Soviet threat to Western Europe the U.S. and its western allies created North Atlantic Treaty Organization to provide collective security for the region

The NATO agreement stated that an attack on one of the alliance countries was an attack on all


National Security Council 68

Besides NATO the U.S. had to ensure that it had the military means to resist the Soviet threat

A document drafted by the State Department and the Department of Defense called National Security Council document number 68:

Stated that the U.S. had the obligation to preserve free institutions throughout the world and that the country must equip itself militarily to meet this goal

This document set the groundwork for military rearmament in the face of the Soviet threat

This rearmament came in the form of conventional weaponry

But especially in the form of nuclear weapons

This armament program became especially important after the Soviet Union tested their first nuclear weapon in September 1949


Israel

Besides having concerns with the Soviet Union the U.S. also supported the establishment of Israel

The United Nations created the state of Israel in 1947 primarily for Jewish refugees of WW II

Israel later played an important role in the Cold War when the confrontation between the U.S. and Soviet Union extended into the Middle East

Israel’s declaration of independence and the establishment of a Jewish state contributed instability in the region from 1948 on

Containment Policy
United Nations
The earliest concrete plan for the formation of a new world organization was begun under the aegis of the U.S. State Department late in 1939.

The name United Nations was coined by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1941 to describe the countries fighting against the Axis.

It was first used officially on Jan. 1, 1942, when 26 states joined in the Declaration by the United Nations, pledging themselves to continue their joint war effort and not to make peace separately.

The need for an international organization to replace the League of Nations was first stated officially on Oct. 30, 1943, in the Moscow Declaration, issued by China, Great Britain, the United States, and the USSR.

At the Dumbarton Oaks Conference (Aug.–Oct., 1944), those four countries drafted specific proposals for a charter for the new organization, and at the Yalta Conference (Feb., 1945) further agreement was reached.

All the states that had ultimately adhered to the 1942 declaration and had declared war on Germany or Japan by Mar. 1, 1945, were called to the founding conference held in San Francisco (Apr. 25–June 26, 1945).

Drafted at San Francisco, the UN charter was signed on June 26 and ratified by the required number of states on Oct. 24 (officially United Nations Day). The General Assembly first met in London on Jan. 10, 1946.

It was decided to locate the UN headquarters in the United States. In Dec., 1946, the General Assembly accepted the $8.5 million gift of John D. Rockefeller, Jr., to buy a tract of land along the East River, New York City, for its headquarters.

The principal buildings there, the Secretariat, the General Assembly, and the Conference Building, were completed in 1952.

Containment

Truman Doctrine

The policy of the U.S. must be to support free peoples resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressure


National Security Act, 1947

This act consolidated all political control of the armed forced in the Department of Defense

It created the CIA and the National Security Council which gave expert advice to the president on matters of defense and security


NATO, 1948

In response to the growing Soviet threat to Western Europe the U.S. and its western allies created North Atlantic Treaty Organization to provide collective security for the region


National Security Council 68, 1949
Stated that the U.S. had the obligation to preserve free institutions throughout the world and that the country must equip itself militarily to meet this goal


The policy of containment
All of these policy developments have to be understood within the context of the idea of containment

In 1947, an American diplomat George Kennan published an article that laid out a proposed policy towards Soviet expansionism

The article called for firm and vigilant containment of Soviet expansion

Containment was to be conducted through a counter application of force at various geographical locations threatened by Soviet expansionism

This strategy was proposed in opposition to the alternative strategy of direct confrontation with the Soviet Union and forcing their removal from countries occupied after WW II

By the end of the 1940s containment became permanent American policy towards the Soviet Union until the end of the Cold War

The Marshall Plan, the Berlin Crisis, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and other diplomatic discussions and confrontations to the 1990s have to be understood within the context of containment

Tradition and the Cold War

Why the all out effort to contain the expansion of Soviet communism?

Obviously Soviet communism violated basic American traditions opposed to the arbitrary authority of the state as laid out in the Declaration of Independence



Fascism was opposed for this reason as well



Declaration of Independence:
We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal, they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.  That whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.



Remember that the Gettysburg Address reaffirmed these principles

These principles formed the foundation of American foreign policy emerged in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century

Wilson’s idea to make the world safe for democracy is the classic expression of this traditional American sentiment

The answer to the question of how the Soviet Union was to be opposed was provided by the acceptance of Kennan’s containment argument


Containment was appealing because the U.S. exhausted by war

In May 1949 the Berlin Crisis came to an end

In September it was discovered that the Soviet Union had developed a nuclear weapon

Korea and the Cold War

The situation in Asia had also become unstable after the war

China
The U.S. supported the unified Chinese resistance against the Japanese during the war


The nationalist Chinese were led by Chiang Kai-shek


The communist Chinese were led by Mao Tse-tung

The cooperation between the factions collapsed after the war even with U.S. efforts to bring about reconciliation and cooperation


Civil war between the two factions broke out

The organization of Chiang’s army collapsed and the communists seized the government in 1949
Chiang and the remaining nationalists retreated to Taiwan where they were protected by the U.S. Navy

With China falling to the communists, the policy of containment was then also applied to Asia

The U.S. felt that there would be a break between Soviet and Chinese communism like that which had developed between the Soviets and Yugoslavia under Marshal Tito


The Yugoslavs, although communist, bristled at Soviet dominance


It was thought that the Chinese would too



They did, but only later

Korean War

Stalin saw that the spread of communism in Asia under Soviet leadership would increase his influence among the Chinese communists

He prodded Soviet dominated North Korea to expand into U.S. influenced South Korea

The Soviet backed North Koreans invaded South Korea with great force in June 1950

North Korean forces pushed South Korean and American forces to the southmost portion of the peninsula by September
Later that month, the U.S. and U.N. forces landed at Inchon and began to push the North Koreans north

By late October 1950 the allies had all but dispatched the North Koreans

The Chinese then got directly involved in the war and pushed the allies back towards the 38th parallel
Stalemate

By early 1951 the war became a WW I type stalemate near the 38th parallel

From 1951 to 1953 the was a back and forth campaign with little gains to show for the struggle

All during the fighting negotiations took place to bring about a solution

The war came to an end with the establishment of a cease-fire July 1953
The Eisenhower administration was in power

The 38th parallel was restored as the border between North and South


The war had cost Truman dearly in a political sense


The bogged down nature of the war didn’t help with the U.S. public


Also his treatment of and firing of General MacArthur had a political cost



MacArthur wished to wage total war against China



Truman was dedicated to containment

MacArthur’s political involvement in the debate over containment or rollback of communism led to his removal from duty

Truman lost public confidence in this confrontation with MacArthur and as a result of some domestic scandals

President Truman declined to run in the 1952 election
Brinksmanship

President Eisenhower

Dwight Eisenhower defeated Illinois governor Adlai Stevenson for president in 1952

Despite being a Republican Eisenhower maintained the U.S. commitment to containment

Attitude toward War
One of Eisenhower’s main goals was to avoid war


Eisenhower believed that wars were to be fought totally or not at all

In other words if a country is not committed to total war then it should be avoided



He brought the Korean conflict to an end

And he avoided other conflicts developing in the Middle East and Southeast Asia

He also created new systems of alliances in these areas as well

Brinksmanship
Eisenhower and his secretary of state sought to maintain the delicate peace of a nuclear armed word through a policy termed “brinksmanship”

The idea of brinksmanship was to maintain a cautious approach to the brink of war without getting into one
Increasing nuclear armament and aggressive stances on communist aggression encouraged the containment of communist powers

Brinksmanship was the most influential contribution of the Eisenhower administration to the containment policy

This approach would become paramount in the early 1960s as the Soviets attempted to install nuclear missiles in Cuba

