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The Civil Rights Movement

Early Civil Rights Movement
Civil War


The war was a clash over traditions



A great reform movement




Religious (Calvinist) in nature



Southern traditions and society destroyed

Civil Rights Act, 1865

Aimed aim dismantling the Black Codes under Presidential Reconstruction

The Act became the basis of the 14th Amendment

Reconstruction amendments


13th Amendment



Eliminated slavery


14th Amendment



Guaranteed citizenship to former slaves


15th Amendment



Gave former slaves (males) right to vote

Reassertion of Southern Social Tradition

Redemption and the end of Reconstruction


White democrats resumed dominant influence over southern society

Jim Crow

Jim Crow referred to a minstrel show character that characterized blacks as inferior to whites

The term became associated with segregation


Legal segregation



Formalized in 1890s

Reinforced by the Plessey v. Ferguson Supreme Court ruling in 1896

Lynching


Is illegal, or extra-legal, execution of an accused person by hanging

Physical intimidation aimed at maintaining the hierarchical nature of southern society

Became more prevalent in early 20th century


Segregation should also be seen in the light of progressivism



Blacks not seen as advanced culturally



Southern progressives suggested that they needed to be restrained by law

Response to Jim Crow

The debate over segregation within the black community generally focused on the approaches of two leading black intellectuals

Booker T. Washington


Born into slavery in Virginia

Washington argued that blacks should accept segregation for the time being and working hard at farming and in community-based support groups would best enable them to avoid violence and terror
He supported and helped found schools and colleges which educated blacks in agriculture and trained black vocational teachers
Washington argued that vocational education would in time bring a measure of economic security and eventually a middle-class basis for challenging disfranchisement and the terror of Jim Crow
W.E.B. DuBois


Born in New England

He found Washington's appeasement strategy of dealing with segregation unacceptable

He strongly believed that African Americans should insist upon all their Constitutional rights as American citizens

He advocated the education of a talented elite class of black Americans to lead the masses in political and economic resistance to Jim Crow

He also helped establish the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, an interracial organization that emerged in 1909

The NAACP ultimately became the principal voice advocating legal resistance to segregation, disfranchisement, and lynching in the nation
Early Civil Rights Activism

Migration to the North

Black migration to the north had important influence on political history and the civil rights movement
It contributed to the political realignment from the Republican Party to the Democratic Party

Blacks became more politically active in the north because they were not constrained by law

It encouraged a national movement for civil rights because segregation and discrimination weren’t seen as a uniquely Southern problem

Growth of the NAACP as a National Force

In the 1920s, the NAACP conducted scores of lawsuits at the local level in defense of black civil liberties and civil rights, and it also lobbied Congress to pass a federal anti-lynching bill

Although it never achieved a federal anti-lynching law, its constant vigilance and exposure of lynching helped to greatly reduce the number of incidents by 1940

This activity was aimed at appealing to the consciousness of northern whites and to the interests of northern white politicians

The appeal to northern whites transformed the NAACP from a regionally focused organization to one of national concern by the 1930s
A. Philip Randolph and the March on Washington Movement

Randolph was the president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and important black labor union

Sleeping car porters were an important link to the black communities in the North and the South

In 1941 Randolph proposed a new civil rights strategy to bring attention to segregation
He proposed a march on Washington to protest segregation in employment and in the armed forces


This followed the model of the Bonus Army

FDR wanted to avoid a confrontation over racial issues


Northern blacks were an important part of the New Deal coalition

FDR and Randolph met and after the meeting FDR issued an executive order that created the Fair Employment Practices Committee

The order stated that federal government hiring practices shall not be affected by race, color, creed, or national origin

CORE

Later in 1942 the Congress of Racial Equality was founded at the University of Chicago

The University of Chicago was at the forefront of Progressive social reform

CORE was initially an organization of white Progressive minded reformers

It later became primarily a black organization

Postwar Civil Rights Movement

After WW II many whites (especially in the North) were committed to civil rights



The war had exposed the ultimate evils of racial discrimination

One effect of this mindset was the breaking down of the color barrier in professional baseball by Jackie Robinson in 1947

Truman and Civil Rights

President Truman contributed to the attack on discrimination and segregation in federal employment

He desegregated the armed forces in 1948

And he proposed a bill that would have made lynching a federal crime

This bill failed to pass through congress due to Southern opposition

Truman was the first president in the 20th century to actively support civil rights legislation


Dixiecrats 1948

One effect of Truman’s support of civil rights was the beginning of erosion of Southern support for the Democratic Party

In the election of 1948 Southern Democrats broke from the Democratic Party over issues of desegregation and anti-lynching legislation

Eisenhower and Civil Rights

It was during the Eisenhower administration that the civil rights movement began to gain momentum
The Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling, the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Little Rock Central High School desegregation, Civil Rights Act of 1957, and the Sit-in Movement took place during the Eisenhower Administration
The Eisenhower Administration maintained a detached image, but was active in enforcing the Brown decision in particular
Brown v. Board of Education, 1954
The Supreme Court case of Brown v. Topeka Board of Education was the catalyst of the civil rights movement

The court ruled that in public education the doctrine of separate but equal has no place; that separate educational facilities are inherently unequal

This reasoning then served to attack segregation in all areas of society
Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s

Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1956
One area outside of education that segregation was challenged was in public transportation
The NAACP launched a campaign to end segregation in the Montgomery bus system

The bus boycott was successful and served as a model of non-violent protest and confrontation against segregation

The campaign propelled a young 27 year old reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. to leadership in this cause and he emerged a national figure in the fight for civil rights
One of the most important features of the boycott was that it was based on religion

Black churches were the foundation of the organizational structure of the protest and boycott

This was in the old American tradition of Protestant motivated social reform

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s name is coincidental on a certain level, but ultimately it is significant that he was named for his father and the leader of the Protestant Reformation

King’s philosophy of civil rights is solidly based on the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution as it emerged reformed by the Civil War

His philosophy of non-violent protest is solidly in the tradition of the New Testament
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) became the primary leader in the civil rights movement


Little Rock Central High School, 1957
Over a hundred Southern congressmen signed a Southern Manifest pledging to fight against the ruling of Brown
This manifesto was put to the test when Little Rock Central High School was scheduled for desegregation by admitting nine black students

The Governor of Arkansas placed the Arkansas National Guard around the school to defy the desegregation order

President Eisenhower, in a show of support for the Supreme Court decision, federalized the Arkansas National Guard and sent the units from the 101st Airborne Division to enforce desegregation

Ultimately the students were met with threats of violence and they had to be removed

School officials decided to close down the school rather than comply with desegregation

Civil Rights Act of 1957

After the events in Montgomery and Little Rock congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1957
The bill was a watered down effort due to opposition from Southerners

It created a national civil right commission

It empowered the Justice Department to go to court in cases where blacks were denied the right to vote

It didn’t include an anti-lynching provision

It also didn’t force desegregation


Sit-in Movement, 1960

By the end of Eisenhower’s administration new non-violent activism was emerging among black college students

In Greensborough, North Carolina, four students sat in at a segregated drug store lunch counter

They were arrested, but their example spawned protest against segregation in another area of Southern society

Lunch counter sit-ins took place all over the South

Civil Rights Movement to 1965

JFK and Civil Rights


JFK’s initial commitment to civil rights was lukewarm at best

His election as president was partially due to support from Southern Democrats and he was determined to hold the party together

Nevertheless, as momentum built on the side of the civil rights movement he was compelled to support the movement

He did support civil rights legislation making its way through congress

Freedom Rides, 1961, and Birmingham, 1963
In 1961, CORE members and student activists from the North planned a test of a 1960 Supreme Court ruling that desegregated interstate bus transportation

The ruling had prohibited segregation in public areas for interstate travelers

Rest rooms, waiting rooms, restaurants were all affected by the ruling

The buses were to travel from Washington, D.C. to New Orleans

There was great resistance as the busses made their way through the South

They were attacked in Anniston, Alabama, and again in Jackson, Mississippi

They never made it to New Orleans

The violence against the rides shocked the Northern activists involved in the protest


Birmingham, 1963

A peaceful protest against segregation in Birmingham led to a violent reaction by the police force and the arrest of Martin Luther King, Jr.

The main effect of the Birmingham march was that it was seen by millions of Americans on the TV news

It contributed to growing support for civil rights in the U.S.

March on Washington, 1963

Later in the summer of 1963 a march on Washington in favor of civil rights was finally realized

A. Philip Randolph was one of the organizers

The march was in support of a comprehensive civil rights bill that had stalled in congress due to Southern resistance

The march attracted over 200,000 people and it was where MLK, Jr. gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech

In this speech MLK makes direct reference to God, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution

The speech is a classic example of the spirit of post-Civil War American idealism and reform
When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, “Free at last! free at last! thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
Civil Right and Voting Rights Acts


LBJ and civil rights



JFK was assassinated in November 1963



After the assassination of JFK, Lyndon B. Johnson became president
He took it upon himself to get the stalled civil rights passed through congress in JFK’s memory

Civil Rights Act of 1964



The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is the outcome of this action
The 1964 act outlawed discrimination in hotels, restaurants, and other public accommodations

It authorized the Attorney General to bring lawsuits to desegregate schools
Federal and private employers were required to eliminate discrimination

The Equal Opportunity Commission banned job discrimination on the basis of race, religion, national origin, or sex

This was a monumental piece of legislation that brought about a major change in American society and politics

The Voting Rights Act of 1965
By 1965 efforts to break the grip of state disfranchisement had been under way for some time
Only modest success overall
In some areas had proved almost entirely ineffectual
The murder of voting-rights activists in Philadelphia, Mississippi, gained national attention, along with numerous other acts of violence and terrorism (Mississippi Burning)
That it happened in a town called Philadelphia was highly symbolic
March from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama (54 miles)
A march from Selma to Montgomery was organized to protest in favor of voting rights in March 1965
As peaceful marchers crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, en route to the state capitol in Montgomery, they were attacked by Alabama state troopers
The event was televised and national outcry went out for a special voting rights law to protect black voters
President Johnson issued a call for a strong voting rights law and hearings began soon thereafter on the bill that would become the Voting Rights Act
Congress determined that the existing federal anti-discrimination laws were not sufficient to overcome the resistance by state officials to enforcement of the 15th Amendment
The Department of Justice had been dealing with discriminatory election practices by litigation on a case-by-case basis had been unsuccessful in opening up the registration process
President Johnson signed the resulting legislation into law on August 6, 1965
The Act closely followed the language of the 15th amendment
It applied a nationwide prohibition against the denial or abridgment of the right to vote on the literacy tests on a nationwide basis
It provided for special enforcement for those areas of the country where Congress believed the potential for discrimination to be the greatest
It also stated that states could not implement any change affecting voting until the Attorney General or the United States District Court for the District of Columbia determined that the change did not have a discriminatory purpose and would not have a discriminatory effect
Also the Attorney General could appoint a federal examiner to review the qualifications of persons who wanted to register to vote and monitor voting activities 

The Voting Rights Act had not included a provision prohibiting poll taxes, but the Supreme Court held Virginia's poll tax to be unconstitutional under the 14th Amendment

The overall effect of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was that it overturned the Compromise of 1877 and began the process of complete reconstruction of the entire United States under the principles of reform that the Civil War was fought for

