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The Jacksonian Era

Andrew Jackson


Jackson strongly felt that Washington was becoming corrupt


Politicians were serving their own interests rather than the nation as a whole

Jackson was a national hero


Commanded a great deal of respect and influence over common Americans

Jackson called for a general cleaning of the government and began to wage a campaign to “turn the rascals out”


Jackson believed strongly in the popular will


He felt that by obeying the popular will was the best way to avoid corruption



If more people had the vote then liberties and rights would be protected

Jackson was the first American politician to believe in universal democratic values


Democracy is government by the people

This was the basis of Jackson’s run for president in 1824

Jackson was popular but not uncontroversial

His high-handed action in Florida which forced Spain to cede the region to the U.S. was not without criticism

Jackson waged the first modern campaign in U.S. history

Election of 1824
The election was an important one in U.S. history

Five-way race


William Crawford


Henry Clay


John Quincy Adams


John C. Calhoun


Andrew Jackson

This was the first election where popular voting was important


Jackson won more of the popular vote and the electoral vote

However the 12th Amendment said that if no presidential candidate won a statistical majority then the election went to the House of Representatives

Henry Clay was the Speaker of the House and he cut a deal with Adams

Adams won the presidency

Jackson claimed that this was a corrupt bargain and immediately began his campaign for 1828

John Quincy Adams


The son of John Adams


Lived much of his early life in Europe


Served in the U.S. government as a diplomat

As a result of Adams victory in 1824 the Era of Good Feelings began to come to an end

Jackson’s supporters never forgave Clay and Adams and the political divide between American began to widen

The Second American political party system was beginning to take shape
Election of 1828
Democratic Party


Political organization of Jackson supporters



Press and clubs

First popular election


First election where vast majority of electors chosen by popular vote

Gave Jackson a mandate from the people and allowed him to wield great political power

Transformed the influence of the presidency

King Mob and the Spoils System


The popular mandate was said to have led to mob rule


Jackson followed New York political practice and put the Spoils System in place

He turned out various appointed office holders and replaced them with his own people

Jackson claimed that the old office holders were corrupt

Jacksonian Era Politics
Nullification


Tariff of 1828

John C. Calhoun

Theory of Nullification

Tariff of 1832



Reduction of duties



Force Bill

Indians and Removal

Jackson declared in First Annual Message to Congress that Indian tribes living independently within state jurisdictions was a problem

States abolished tribal units and powers

Jackson would not tolerate independent republics within state boundaries

Indians had to submit to the laws of the states

Georgia passed law in February 1831 forbidding Cherokee government to meet

Jackson argued that the Indians who wished to remain independent of state jurisdiction had to voluntarily remove themselves to the west

New Englanders renounced removal

Indian Removal Act 1830


Was seen as humanitarian act in Jeffersonian sense

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831)


Supreme Court case to fight against removal


Indian nations were not foreign nations


But that Indians were distinguishable from states


Cherokees were a “domestic dependent nation”

In Worcester v. Georgia (1832) the Supreme Court ruled that the Cherokees were a distinct community in which the laws of Georgia have no force

Jackson declared that the decision was still born

The Cherokees were divided and the U.S. treated with the division in favor of removal

Bank of the U.S.


Jackson saw the Bank as an impediment to the states authority

The issue surrounding the bank was similar to that of the Indians



Nationalism versus localism



National banks versus state banks

As the Bank tried to get its charter renewed, Jackson vetoed it

Jackson saw the bank as unconstitutional and antirepublican

He felt that the bank invaded the rights of common citizens and of the states

The Indian and Bank issues strengthened the president by denying the court to exclusively judge constitutional matters and made the presidency more autocratic

Second Great Awakening


This awakening was like the first…a revivalist surge of Evangelical Protestantism 
leading to a proliferation of the Methodist and Baptists

Presbyterians and Congregationalists also employed frontier techniques like camp meetings and extemporaneous meetings

The movement dispensed with the Calvinist ideal of predestination and man’s helplessness in favor of free will


People were see to be able to change their moral character freely


Turning to God was seen as a voluntary act


This meant that sinners could change


One could reform

Reform became the basis of the movement

Reform was achieved by moral restrain


Reform in slavery



Women



Alcohol



Society



Prisons

All about self-denial, self-discipline, and self-improvement

Advancement or progress was understood as reform in this sense

Second Political Party System
Whig Party


National Republicans


Andrew Jackson had become the polarizing issue in American politics


National Republicans increasingly stood in opposition to Jackson’s policies

Jackson is best understood as protecting state sovereignty but defending the preservation of the Union

The Republicans saw Jackson as increasingly tyrannical and they renamed themselves Whigs in 1834

The Republicans were nationalists in favor of a tariff, internal improvements, the Bank, support for domestic industry

Opposition


Whigs opposed Jackson’s unrefined political style


Opposed the Kitchen Cabinet


Opposed Jackson’s attack on the Bank and decentralization of economy



Whigs were nationalists of the old American System



Jackson a nationalist too but of Jeffersonian values


The lack of government support caused economic collapse



Decentralization and inflation

Victory

Whigs achieved victory over the Jacksonian political machine as they defeated Martin Van Buren in election of 1840

William Henry Harrison elected president


Died after 1 month in office

John Tyler became president


Tried to establish Third Bank of the U.S.
