PAGE  
8

SLIDE 1

African Slave Trade

Largest steam of immigration to British colonies by 1750 came from Africa
Africans Made Up 21.8% of Population by 1770

Relatively small portion of population in 1700



28,000 in 1700



11% of population



459,000 in 1770
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Slave Population to 1780

European-African slavery began around 1640 with Portuguese
An increase in slavery in British colonies in 1700

Has to do with expansion of agriculture in the south


Virginia




Tobacco




Virginia continued its transition to African slavery began in 1660



South Carolina especially saw a rise in African populations




Rice




Indian slavery declining




Direct shipments of slaves from Africa began in 1699

Great increase of population in 18th century

1640: 600


1660: 3000


1680: 7000


1700: 28,000


1720: 69,000


1740: 150,000


1760: 325,000

1780: 575,000
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The Slave Trade in Africa

Human origins of slavery

Slavery can be understood as an effect of the human behaviors of kinship and ethnicity

Kinship encourages social behavior towards kinsmen

The effect of that behavior is that non-kinsmen are discriminated against

Ethnicity is the assumption of common ancestry (or heritage) on the basis of shared cultural traditions and/or physical traits

We can assume that because someone doesn’t share a religion, language, head shape, tattoos, piercings, clothes, or skin color then we are not related to those persons in any way and therefore can discriminate against them with out offending our kinsmen

Slavery is based on this behavior

Slavery exists today still

Modern Christianity sees slavery as inherently evil

This is something that emerged from radical Protestantism that associated God’s grace with ALL peoples


And today slavery is seen as a sickness




Indeed it has been explained as a mental disorder in modern times



However, slavery is scary because it emerges from NORMAL human 


behaviors that we all engage in everyday

It is evil from our perspective because it is seen as selfish exploitation on behalf of the slave owner, not because of a lack of social behavior

If there were no social behavior involved in slavery, then it would not exist

Besides kinship and ethnicity the slavery relationship emerges from the asymmetrical relationship that all humans share between parents and children

Humans, especially in traditional societies, respond naturally to this type of social relationship

It’s an asymmetrical hierarchical relationship where one person has certain responsibilities for another, who has certain responsibilities to that person above them

Read from the Social Psychology of Modern Slavery article

Slavery in the world


African slavery doesn’t define slavery


Slavery has existed all over the world and at all times



American Indians



Tribal Africa



Ancient Greece



Ancient Rome



Medieval Europe

In fact our word “slave” comes from the Latin “sclavus” which is the word “Slav,” a people enslaved by the Romans

The Latin word for slave is “servus”

Muslims in Spain continued to use Slavs as slaves during their reign in Iberia

Christians continued the practice as the conquered the peninsula

Slavery in Africa

Slavery existed in Africa prior to the coming of the Europeans there in the early renaissance

On the Mediterranean coast Arab enslaved European Christians and Sub-Saharan Africans

Black slaves were used in courts, as cooks, as soldiers, and other things

Many black slaves were distributed throughout the Muslim world during the middle ages

Sub-Saharan African tribes practiced slavery

An effect of their wars


Tribal societies oftentimes intermarry with their slaves

Offspring are not enslaved and are incorporated into the tribe as kinsmen

Europeans depended on African slave traders for their slaves
The earliest Portuguese explorers of Africa initially kidnapped slaves, but they turned to African traders early on

Their activity in Africa represented a continuity of previous activity rather than an innovation

But it did mark the beginning of the modern African slave trade tradition as this activity became extended to the Europeans
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International Slave Trade

Thus the slave trade was a vast international process that included:
West African Tribes

Islamic traders from North Africa

Europeans



Portuguese dominated the trade in African slaves until late 16th century



Spain assumed control of the trade



England took control

Spanish and Portuguese America
Caribbean
1518: Slaves brought to Caribbean for first time to work on sugar farms on Santo Domingo

Spanish had previously established sugar operations on Canary Islands where African slaves were used

They had copied Portuguese operations off coast of Africa



Until 1530 African slaves were brought to America from Europe



But a direct slave trade from Africa developed in 1530

Caribbean plantations at this time were mixed operations with the raising of other crops like tobacco, and the raising of livestock

Brazil


The Portuguese began to develop Brazil after 1530

They imported their sugar operations from the coastal islands of Africa to South America

Brazil especially developed as a major colony in the last quarter of the sixteenth century

About 50,000 slaves were found in Brazil by 1590 and the region experienced a sugar boom, establishing the modern sugar estate, producing nothing but sugar, for export, and on a large scale
This would be copied later by the Spanish and the English in the Caribbean
British America

The slave trade in British America picked up after 1713 when the British won the Spanish grant to monopolize the slave trade in the Treaty of Utrecht

This development occurred as the British colonies were expanding their agricultural production
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Demand for Slaves in America

European Demand for American Products

Sugar

Tobacco

Precious Metals

Cotton

Cocoa

Rice
Disease

Malaria

Africans Resistant
Smallpox, Typhus, Measles

Wiped out Native Americans

The Slave Trade to English America

British involvement
Slave trade contributed greatly to the prosperity of Britain during the 17th century

Money contributed to developing industrial revolution

British ports involved

London

Bristol
Liverpool

Liverpool ships carried more than half of the British trade

This is in part why north England was center of industrial revolution

British American involvement
Interestingly, the northern colonies dominated the American participation in the slave trade


American ports involved
Boston, MA

Salem, MA

London, CT

New York
Bristol, RI

Providence, RI
Newport, RI

Newport was the leading American slave port, half of its merchant fleet engaged in this activity

The American ships generally avoided trading directly with Africa because of the stiff competition with the British and the French


They usually traded with southern Europe, and the West Indies

New Englanders traded fish, timber, food, and rum in exchange for molasses and slaves which would be traded in Carolina or Virginia on the way back home

This trade made about ₤ 40,000 a year
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Direct African Slave Trade in 1768 chart
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MAP 1 Triangular Trade
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MAP 2 African Slave Trade
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MAP 3 African Slave Trade in America
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Middle Passage

Read from Hofstadter, America at 1750


79-82; 85-86
