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Eisenhower and the 1950s

Politics of Anticommunism

FDR and the New Deal

Conservative reaction to the liberal nature of the New Deal began to be more vocal and influential by the end of WW II

As the New Deal swung left it attracted criticism as being a socialist program in nature

There can be no doubt that many people were drawn to communism during the depression


Many of these idealists did fill government positions during the New Deal

So by the end of the war, many people associated the New Deal with social activism and communism in particular

There was also growing skepticism of the Soviet allies by the end of the war

The close relationship between FDR’s New Deal administration and the Soviet allies encouraged the idea that many government administrators were sympathetic to communism

People charged that the government was a refuge of communists who wanted to advance the interests of the Soviet Union

But the development of the Cold War in Europe and Asia and the Soviet development of nuclear weapons contributed to a growing anticommunist hysteria that seized the nation in the late 1940s and 1950s

Anticommunist Legislation

Even before WW II anticommunist legislation had been passed by the government

The House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) was established in 1938


It investigated anti-American propaganda

The Smith Act (1940) made the HUAC a permanent standing committee and allowed for the prosecution of persons that advocated communism

Several days after issuing the Truman Doctrine on Greece and Turkey, President Truman also issued Executive Order 9835


This order created a Federal Employee Loyalty Program

The program gave government security officials authorization to screen employees of the federal government for political deviance

This program went hand in hand with the Truman Doctrine

Crusade against communism abroad and clean out communism at home

Political Inquisition

This program created a form of political inquisition

The Loyalty Review Board could dismiss employees without hearings or without the right to confront their accusers

The House Committee on Un-American Activities also participated in this political inquisition

In an effort to ferret out communists in American government and society 

The committee called people who were on the attorney general’s subversive list to testify

If they answered questions then they had to answer all questions or face contempt charges

If they took cover under the 5th Amendment then they appeared to be offering proof of their guilt

When the HUAC investigated the influence of communism in Hollywood pressure was put on the Motion Picture Association to cooperate with the committee

The Association announced that no one would be hired in Hollywood who didn’t cooperate with the HUAC

This position helped create a black list of actors and directors who were then banned from working in entertainment

In 1950, the senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin announced that he had a list of 205 active communists in the State Department and would conduct an investigation
In 1952 when the Republicans got control of the Senate he chaired the Investigation Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Government Operations

It was from this platform that McCarthy conducted his witch hunt against communists

Ultimately McCarthy lost support after his claims became more extravagant and he started accusing people like George C. Marshall, members of the Republican Party, and members of the Army for being part of a communist conspiracy

McCarthy ultimately imploded as a result of the Army’s exposure of a homosexual sex scandal involving his chief counsel Roy Cohn and his lover David Schine in 1954
The Senate condemned McCarthy for conduct contrary to the traditions of the senate

Eisenhower as President


Eisenhower had played a behind the scenes role in the McCarthy episode



Basically he let McCarthy hang himself

Dwight D. Eisenhower


Eisenhower was born in Dennison, Texas, and grew up in Abilene, Kansas

He had conducted the war in the European theater and was considered a hero and a organizational master

He was nominated by the Republican Party to run against Stevenson and he chose Richard Nixon to be his running mate to appease the anticommunist crusaders of the party

Eisenhower was a moderate Republican who focused on running the government in a business-like fashion, giving power back to private interests, and maintaining government responsibility for social welfare and security

Eisenhower said that government should be liberal when it comes to human beings and conservative when it comes to spending

President Eisenhower

Eisenhower generally promoted a pro-business, antigovernment regulation approach to government
His Secretary of Defense said “what’s good for General Motors is good for America”

Although Eisenhower attacked the TVA for being an example of creeping socialism, he didn’t dismantle the New Deal social welfare programs

He acquiesced in the expansion of Social Security and unemployment compensation

He established the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare


Appointed Olveta Culp Hobby as secretary of this cabinet position

After the Soviet launch of the Sputnik satellite he also created the National Defense Education Act that allowed for the distribution of federal dollars into the educational establishment

Eisenhower’s Style

The greatest characteristic of the Eisenhower administration was the personal style of the president himself


He projected the image of the beneficent father


He was reluctant to become engaged on controversial questions


He was also reluctant to initiate new departures in social policy

And he insisted on maintaining the politics of centrism and moderation

Eisenhower’s style can be attributed to his military tradition

He had risen through the command structure by playing it safe and by evaluation of reports from subordinates before making decisions

Eisenhower was often criticized for being a bumbling, ineffective, and incompetent president, but he was totally in control and had cultivated that image on purpose

Postwar Economic Growth

Growth


The economy grew at an incredible rate in the postwar years up to 1960



The gross national product grew 250%



Expenditures on new construction grew 9 times



Consumption of personal services grew 3 times



Per capita income was 35% higher



Short term credit expanded to $46 billion



Productivity increased 200% per capita

The framework for economic expansion created by the war and postwar veterans benefits contributed to this postwar prosperity


The GI Bill

Provided for education opportunities

The Veterans Administration offered loans to help in establishing businesses



The VA also offered assistance and loans for buying homes

Government and the Economy

The government also contributed to technological advances that contributed to economic expansion

After the war the government divested in plants and factories providing a pre-built industrial infrastructure for private businesses

Government sponsored research contributed to the development of consumer industries

One area that benefited from this influence was the plastics industry

New Economic Developments

The development of the Cold War influenced the government to remain active in providing support for research and development for military purposes
Many of these initiatives contributed to the consumer economy as well

Computer technology exemplified the massive leaps being made in the economy

Computer technology developed during WW II for code breaking

By 1950 computers were being marketed to corporate customers


20 computers were sold in 1954


2000 were sold in 1960

Advances in automated labor saving devices increased productivity but also contributed to the decline of factory workers by 4 %

The number of clerical workers increased 23%

This represented a shift from an industrial to a white-collar economy for the first time

Most of the new jobs were created in occupations that served consumers, the service sector of the economy

Sales people, operators, bureaucrats, tellers, counselors, advertisers offered services that contributed to the quality of life as opposed to providing basic necessities
One result of this shift in the economy was the decline of labor unions


With the new economy came a new managerial class



This development represented the growth of large corporations




Hence the General Motors comment by the Secretary of Defense

Suburbia and Consumerism

Suburbanization


Suburban housing development boomed during this period

This development represented a great increase of families as marriages doubled

Housing loans through the VA and the Federal Housing Authority contributed to the housing boom

Building contractors wanted cheap land and this land was available on the outskirts of the cities

New spacious homes built in the outskirts attracted large numbers of buyers

By 1960 25% of the entire population lived in suburban areas

The development of suburbia was fueled by new construction methods that allowed for ease and speed of construction

The Effects of Suburbanization

It has been said that the suburb has been a blow to individuality, diversity, and religion

But what suburbanism was, was a blow against ethnic separatism

The ethnic ghettos of the inner city began to be broken up by this process

Suburbanization was an effect of the increasing levels of cooperation among Americans of various ethnicities

The old ethnic religious ties broke up to a certain degree, but religion did not die out


In fact it became stronger during this period

New churches sprung up allover the U.S. based not on ethnicity but on the values of new diverse religious communities



Neither does diversity disappear as a result of suburbanization

Suburbs were full of diversity as different ethnicities moved to the outskirts of the city

Unfortunately black Americans were unable to enjoy the benefits of suburbia
Racism and economic factors prevented many blacks from moving into the suburbs

But this too would change in the future

The automobile also contributed to the growth of suburbia


By 1960 the number of cars increased 133%

Consumerism

The re-emergence of the automobile industry also represented a renewal of consumerism

New highway construction during the period also contributed to the growing number of cars sold

New appliances, furniture, services, goods, and recreation materials all contributed to the consumerism of the 1950s
The use of electricity tripled during the period because of the use of new appliances like TVs

Advertising increased, especially TV advertising, contributing to consumerism

A great deal of the consumerism focused on recreation

Boats, swimming pools, vacations, camping, sports, barbecues, and theme parks

Disneyland was created during this period, opening in 1955

TV and Popular Culture


The greatest consumer item of the period was the TV


The TV had been invented in the 1920s

But it was only after WW II that TVs became widespread among American households


By 1960 80% of American households had a TV

TV, like radio before, altered American culture by bringing people from various backgrounds together in a common experience

Homogenization

TV led to the homogenization of American culture and society in a major way


Sports, sitcoms, serials, game shows, and news were all wildly popular


TV made celebrities and their characters into heroes and stars

Values and Culture

TV in the 1950s reflected the traditional values and dominant culture of the day
Westerns and family shows like Father Knows Best reflected the values of good versus evil and family values respectively

TVs great influence is based on our ability to see things we can learn and copy

Radio allowed for this to a certain extent, but the visual image is much more powerful than that of sound

The importance and role of TV in U.S. society and history cannot be understated



It continues to have an effect today

