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Nixon and Watergate

Background

Born in Yorba Linda, California

Richard excelled in school, graduating second in his class from Whittier College (1934) and third in his class from Duke University law school (1937)

From 1937 to 1942 he practiced law in Whittier, California

When the United States entered World War II, he worked briefly for the tire-rationing section of the Office of Price Administration in Washington
He served in the navy as a supply officer in the South Pacific

Upon his return to Whittier after the war he entered politics, becoming the Republican candidate for Congress in California's 12th district
His first political campaign, in 1946, set the tone for many that would follow
Running against the liberal Democratic incumbent, Jerry Voorhis, Nixon suggested that Voorhis had dangerous left-wing tendencies
Nixon won easily and thereafter made anti-Communism one of his main political themes
As a new congressman he was assigned to the then relatively unimportant House Committee on Un-American Activities
He quickly attained national prominence by playing a central role in the committee's investigation of Alger Hiss, a former high State Department official accused of carrying on espionage for the USSR during the 1930s
In 1950 he ran for the Senate, defeating the Democratic candidate, Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas, against whom he leveled charges not unlike those he had used to unseat Voorhis 4 years earlier

In 1952, at the age of 39, he was nominated by the party to be Dwight D. Eisenhower's vice-presidential running mate

The Election of Nixon

Silent majority

Nixon appealed to what he later called the silent majority

The majority of Americans who were opposed to the happenings in American society in the 1960s

They were opposed to the various far left movements

They opposed the rejection of American values and traditions

In favor of the war in Vietnam

But wished to win or get out




They also were in favor of law and order

Southern strategy

Besides appealing to the silent majority Nixon also made a play for conservative Southerners and the suburbanites of the Sun Belt

The people living in the Sun Belt represented religious conservatism and suspicion of east coast elitism

The way Nixon attracted Southerners was by promising the appointment of conservative judges and by encouraging a moderate approach to ending segregation

He wanted to find a middle ground that would allow for desegregation but make it tolerable for Southerners

He also opposed busing

Unity

Nixon announced that he wanted to bring the American people together

He declared that he wanted to bridge the gap between the races and to bring and end to the Vietnam War so that a new national consensus could be formed

The Election of 1968
Eugene McCarthy announced candidacy Jan. 3, due to prolonged Vietnam War, youth movement 

New Hampshire primary Mar. 12—10,000 students “Neat and Clean for Gene” 42% for McCarthy, 49% for LBJ 

Oregon primary May 28—Robert Kennedy challenged McCarthy, but killed June 4 

LBJ withdrew March 31 

Hubert Humphrey nominated at Democratic National Convention in Chicago that abolished the traditional unit rule, allowed stronger minority participation, Julian Bond led Georgia delegates, Lester Maddox walked out 

The convention crippled by violence, “police riot” at Lincoln Park, Chicago 7 arrested 

Nixon and Spiro Agnew (from Maryland, the first “suburban” national candidate) nominated by Republican National Convention, claimed to represent the “Silent Majority” and promised law and order, national unity, end the war 

George Wallace and American Independent party took votes from Nixon, would get 9.9 votes, largest 3rd party vote since LaFollette in 1924 

Nixon won 43.4% popular vote to Humphrey's 42.7% and Wallace's 13.5% 

Popular vote was not for Nixon, but against war and social conflict 

Democrats kept control of Congress

Nixon Domestic Policy

Shortly after Richard Nixon took office in 1969, he proposed a dramatic restructuring of American government
New Federalism

He called instead for a “New Federalism”
The bloated federal bureaucracies, Nixon believed, buried creative entrepreneurship under mountains of red tape and fostered dependency on handouts
A system which directed money and power away from the federal bureaucracy and toward states and municipalities
This system, Nixon said, could respond more efficiently to the needs of the people
In 1969, despite civil rights reforms many African Americans lived without the full protection of the law, equal access to public facilities, or equal economic opportunity

Nixon viewed this situation as not only unfair to African Americans, but as a waste of valuable human resources which could help the nation grow
Among the most pressing civil rights issues was desegregation of public schools
He offered a practical New Federalist alternative—locally controlled desegregation.

The appeal to local control succeeded
By the end of 1970, with little of the anticipated violence and little fanfare, the committees had made significant progress—only about 18% of black children in the South attended all-black schools
New Federalism's focus on local empowerment did not mean an abdication of federal responsibility. In fact, the de-emphasis of federal bureaucracy coincided with a concentration of power within the White House

Government Programs

The president sent dozens of environmental proposals to Congress, including the Clean Air Act of 1970

He also created two new agencies, the Department of Natural Resources and the Environmental Protection Agency, to oversee environmental matters
In many ways, Nixon's New Federalism paralleled Conservatives' desires for a smaller, less costly federal government
But an element of true radicalism was evident in two of his most controversial domestic proposals—revenue sharing and the Family Assistance Plan
He proposed a new system called revenue sharing, which redirected funds to the state and municipal levels
The federal government would collect taxes and the local governments would spend the money
Nixon sympathized with the poor, but he also shared many Americans' conviction that the welfare system had grown into an inefficient bureaucracy fostering dependency and low self esteem among welfare recipients which contributed to the breakdown of families by providing assistance only to households which were not headed by a working male
The Family Assistance Plan called for the replacement of bureaucratically administered programs such as Aid to Families with Dependent Children, Food Stamps, and Medicaid, with direct cash payments to those in need

Heavy criticism followed
Welfare advocates declared the income level Nixon proposed—$1600 per year for a family of four—insufficient
Conservatives disliked the idea of a guaranteed annual income for people who didn't work
Labor saw the proposal as a threat to the minimum wage
Caseworkers opposed FAP fearing that many of their jobs would be eliminated
And many Americans complained that the addition of the working poor would expand welfare caseloads by millions
A disappointed Nixon pressed for the bill's passage in various forms, until the election season of 1972
He knew a bad campaign issue when he saw one, and he let FAP expire
Nixon won reelection by a landslide in 1972
New Federalism, however, withered on the vine as Nixon fought in vain to preserve his presidency during the Watergate scandal

Economics

Economic conditions had begun to deteriorate
The inflation rate, which had been 1.5 percent at the beginning of the 1960s, had risen to 5 percent
Unemployment was also up from the 3.5 percent level of the late 1960s to 5 percent
So the central economic issue became how to bring down inflation without slowing the economy and raising unemployment
One approach increasingly seemed to provide the answer
An income policy whereby the government intervened to set and control wages
A second issue was also a problem—the dollar
The price of gold had been fixed at $35 an ounce since the Roosevelt administration
But the growing U.S. balance-of-payments deficit meant that foreign governments were accumulating large amounts of dollars—in aggregate volume far exceeding the U.S. government's stock of gold
The gold window would be closed
But this would accentuate the need to fight inflation
Shutting the gold window would weaken the dollar against other currencies, thus adding to inflation by driving up the price of imported goods
Going off the gold standard and giving up fixed exchange rates constituted a momentous step in the history of international economics.

Nixon Foreign Policy

Vietnam

Nixon had promised that he would “win the peace” in Vietnam

Privately, he assured himself that he would not be the first American president to lose a war

To do so would encourage further aggression by the Soviets and the Chinese
He hoped for an exit which would allow America at least the appearance of victory

Nixon’s policy was based on Vietnamization and hard-hitting attacks on North Vietnamese bases in Laos and Cambodia

Vietnamization was the basis of the Nixon Doctrine that stated that Asian nations would have to accept more of the responsibility for the war

On July 25, on a stopover in Guam, the president announced what would become known as the Nixon Doctrine, a cornerstone of his foreign policy

The United States, he said, would support democratic third world nations by providing them with financial and military aid, but not troops
This strategy could not force Hanoi into an agreement
Official peace talks in Paris stalled repeatedly
Antiwar activists filled the streets
Nixon had hoped that improved relations with the Chinese and the Soviets would spur a quick exit from Vietnam
Following his reelection in 1972, Nixon temporarily abandoned diplomacy
For twelve days in December, the U.S. unleashed a ferocious bombing attack on the North Vietnamese capital of Hanoi
Nixon gave no explanation for the bombing; he wanted to appear irrational, desperate, willing to do anything to get what he wanted
The president’s “madman” strategy paid off
In January 1973, the United States and North Vietnam negotiated a peace
The terms were little better than the ones proposed by North Vietnam in 1969 
Nixon had gained little by delaying withdrawal
China

On July 15, 1971, Nixon announced on national television that he would become the first president ever to visit the People's Republic of China, a nation which had remained isolated from the West since the Communist revolution in 1949
Nixon envisioned a future in which more cordial relations among the major world powers—the United States, the Soviet Union, China, Western Europe, and Japan—would allow for ventures profitable to all
Through international cooperation, these nations might reduce revenue-draining defense expenditures and prevent the occurrence of costly Third World conflicts such as the Vietnam War
During the spring and summer of 1969, Soviet and Chinese troops clashed repeatedly along the border between the two nations
Kissinger believed that the Chinese feared the Soviets, and that these clashes might help push China toward the United States and may help contain the Soviet Union
A meeting of American and Chinese athletes marked the first significant cultural exchanged between the two nations since 1949
“Ping-pong diplomacy” delighted Americans, and improved Nixon's chances of selling better relations with China to the average voter
And it set the stage for Nixon’s visit to the country

On July 9, 1971, he sent Henry Kissinger on a secret visit to Peking, to meet with Premier Chou en Lai
Kissinger's goal was to arrange a China visit for his president, and he returned to Washington triumphant
On July 15, Nixon spoke to the nation, announcing that he would visit China the following year
For a week in February 1972, he met with Chou en Lai in China
The two leaders signed no specific agreements; the opening of relations itself was a dramatic achievement
Soviet Union

Perhaps more importantly, the warming trend in Chinese-U.S. relations helped convince the Soviets to warm up their own relationship with the United States

As an alternative to the arms race, Nixon proposed to the Soviets that the two nations settle for a “strategic parity” in nuclear weapons
If each side possessed enough weapons to guarantee the destruction of the other, neither would dare to start war, and the peace would hold
Since the start of Nixon's administration progress in the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) had been sluggish
But as U.S.-China relations warmed, the Soviets began to fear what might happen if a strong Sino-American alliance were forged
Just a month after the excitement of ping-pong diplomacy, Nixon announced another victory: the Soviets had agreed to work out an antiballistic missile treaty within one year
From May 22 to 26, 1972, Nixon met in summit with Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow, where the two signed ten formal agreements, including an anti-ballistic missile (ABM) treaty, an interim SALT treaty and a billion-dollar trade agreement

The Demise of the Left
Draft resistance

The draft became the focus of more and more protest among college students

By the end of the 1960s and into the 1970s a wave of new campus protests swept across the country

The most famous incident was at Kent State in Ohio

Students protested the announcement of the war in Cambodia

The students rioted and firebombed the ROTC building

The governor sent the National Guard

When students protested this action, the National Guardsmen open fire on the students killing 7 and wounding 11
This violence had the effect of turning Americans away from the protestors

Nixon ultimately ended the draft, taking away a major motivation of organization on the Left

Factionalism

After months of protests and no positive response from those in power, some activists resorted to terrorism

Organizations like the radical SDS shattered into splinter groups and they competed with one another over ideology and methods

The most famous splinter group was the Weathermen

They sought to fight against U.S. imperialism and for national liberation struggles

They sought to use violence to achieve their goals

They were destroyed as an organization in 1970 when a bomb they were making exploded

Counterintelligence

The Nixon administration contributed to the isolation of the Left through covert counterintelligence operations

The CIA and the FBI were able to instigate internal feuds among these leftist organizations by sending members anonymous letters

Appeal to Middle-America

Ultimately Nixon made an appeal to middle-America to rally behind traditional values and against unruly elements
Hardhats
Watergate and the Erosion of Executive Authority

CREEP

The president's second term, however, was dominated by the so-called Watergate Scandal, which resulted from illegal activities by Nixon and his aides during the 1972 election campaign
On June 17, 1972, five men hired by the Republican Party's Committee to Re-elect the President had been arrested while burglarizing and wiretapping the national headquarters of the Democratic Party at the Watergate office complex in Washington, D.C.
In the days following the break-in, Nixon had directed the White House counsel, John Dean, to oversee a “cover-up” to conceal the administration's involvement, obstructed the Federal Bureau of Investigation in its inquiry, and authorized cash payments to the Watergate burglars in an effort to prevent them from implicating the administration

Investigation

A number of major newspapers, led by The Washington Post, undertook investigations of the White House's involvement with the burglary, and in February 1973 a special Senate committee was established to investigate the affair
In televised public hearings, Dean accused the president of involvement in the cover-up, and others testified to illegal activity by the administration and the campaign staff
In July the committee learned that in 1969 Nixon had installed a recording system in the White House and that all of the president's conversations had been recorded; Nixon then began a long and ultimately futile effort to conceal these recordings from investigators

By mid-1974, several of the president's closest aides, including two former cabinet officers, had been indicted on criminal charges, and several had been convicted
The release during July 1974 of the audio tapes of Nixon's conversations—which demonstrated that Nixon had obstructed justice and had made false and misleading public statements after the break-in—resulted in a dissolving of support from his own party, both in Congress and throughout the country
In that month the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives voted three articles of impeachment against Nixon

Resignation

Nixon announced his resignation on the evening of August 8, effective August 9, and was succeeded by Vice President Gerald R. Ford. Nixon was not convicted for his alleged involvement in the Watergate scandal but was granted a pardon by President Ford in September 1974

