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Military Security and Safety

Cost of Seven Years War (1754-56 to 1763)
Debt

Royal Proclamation 1763
Taxes

Proclamation of 1763

Sugar Act of 1764
Stamp Act of 1765
Quartering Act of 1765
Townshend Acts 1767

Sought to provide tax relief in Britain and to generate revenue for imperial finance


New York legislature suspended


Customs service reorganized


New duties on paint, paper, glass, and lead
Resistance

Threat to liberty
Sons of Liberty 1765


Response to Stamp Act

Romney or Liberty incident 1768

A response to the Townshend Acts


John Hancock’s ship

Boston Massacre 1770
Gaspee Incident 1772


Gaspee ran aground and was burned

Boston Tea Party 1773
Coercive Acts 1774

Religion and Revolution

Congregationalists and Presbyterians

Chosen people

Enlist Divine Providence against tyranny

Quebec Act 1774

Seen as protecting Catholicism

Restricted western migration

Expansion of Anglican Church in America

New England

Descendants of Puritans saw parallels to 17th century England
Virginia

Low Church Anglicanism
Influence of Enlightenment

Rationalism



Reason, science, and philosophy


Great Awakening



Religious movement that stressed pietism

Pietism is leading a holy life without worrying about doctrinal disputes

One of the leaders was Jonathan Edwards

Edwards stressed that love is the essence of religious experience




A major characteristic of the Great Awakening was revivalism

Revivals were conducted throughout the frontier and New England by preachers like George Whitfield

Another characteristic of the Great Awakening was religious enlightenment

Religious enlightenment stressed that morality (or love) is based on revelation through nature and founded on reason

The appeal of the Great Awakening to Americans across colonial and sectarian boundaries had the effect of teaching Americans what they had in common


It tended to stress an American ethnicity

And it aroused a religious appeal to reason that ultimately contributed to the revolution

This appeal to reason by the Great Awakening is how we can explain the eventual coming together of New England Puritans and the educated Cavalier elite of Virginia in the struggle for independence
Governmental Relationships

Status of colonies

No tradition of centralized authority established in British America
Colonial tradition of governmental independence

Parliamentary supremacy 1688 began to establish the dependent relationship of the British colonies to Britain
Yet this development was slow in development as the Parliament consolidated it authority in Britain during the first half of the eighteenth century
Consolidation of British Empire 1760s

American colonies in subsidiary role

Development of American Nationalism

Large geographical region isolated from Britain
Growth of national identity
The Great Awakening, the French and Indian War and the various laws passed by Parliament had the effect of influencing the growth of an American identity or ethnicity
Memories of 17th century English history in New England
Economics

Mercantilism
An economic system dominated by government intervention and regulation
As far as colonies were concerned all products had to be shipped to the mother country before they could be traded further

Also the types of products colonies could manufacture was regulated

Colonies also could not trade freely with foreign countries
Navigation Acts

Regulated trade to favor the mother country

Initial navigation acts were established as North America was colonized by Britain

The British began to crack down on trade regulations after 1763
Inflation
Currency Act 1764

Curtailed the printing of paper money in the colonies

Trade imbalance
New England

Amount of imports greater than the amount of exports



The effect is that money is drained from the economy

Virginia
In Virginia many tobacco farmers were in debt to British financiers and trade factors


An effect of this is that money was drained from Virginia


Another effect was the further depression of the tobacco economy

As prices went down, farmers put more land into production, thereby contributing to surplus and declining prices
Western Expansion
Manifest Destiny
This is the idea that North America was destined (or predetermined) by God’s manifest to be dominated by God’s chosen people
Religion

Calvinist religions saw America as a promised land, a New Canaan

Ethnicity
Religion contributed to the idea that the British were the chosen people to liberate the continental holy land from those who did not accept the true religion of Christianity
Economics

Land speculation

Land is the main resource in early British America and the U.S.
Fur trade

Supporters

New Englanders in need of more land


Backcountry frontiersmen


Southern frontier land speculators
Opponents

Quakers

Quakers rejected Calvinist predestination and did not accept ideas of ethnicity that excluded Indians from North American society

Northern and Southern shippers, traders, farmers, and merchants that relied on the British market for their livelihood
