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Expansion, War, and Sectionalism

Western Expansion


Manifest destiny

Term coined in 1845 by John O’Sullivan complaining of foreign interference of limiting the greatness of the U.S. and checking American’s destiny to spread across the continent which had been allotted by Providence
Although coined in 1845 the idea had been around since the Pilgrims in 1620 and the Puritans in the 1630s and then later with the Scotch Irish frontiersmen in the Backcountry

The Calvinistic doctrine of pre-destination played a large role in the development of this mindset

Western expansion was intimately tied to religion in the U.S.

Some of the early frontiersmen were either inspired to move west because of religion or did so to spread religion to the Indians

Missionaries played a large role in western expansion

But much of western expansion was the effect of more secular desires to make a living

What secular developments drove expansion?


Land does not reproduce


Families reproduce

Family members have to move west in order to maintain their traditions and to make a living for themselves and their families

This process effected both north and south

The middle states and the South expanded more rapidly


Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri Rivers


Expansion of cotton agriculture


Texas



Indian Texas



Spanish Texas



Mexican Texas



American expansion in Texas



Texas Revolution



Texas Republic




Annexation and the slavery issue


Oregon



First overland emigrants to Oregon in 1836



The great wave of migration began in 1843



Oregon was originally claimed by both the U.S. and Britain

Oregon was basically the area of Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia

The British had established a presence in the region in the 1770s

The British Northwest Company was becoming established in the area in the first decade of the 1800s

The Americans arrived in the 1790s by sea

Lewis and Clark 1804-1806

John Jacob Astor 1811

Missionaries

After the War of 1812 the Americans conceded Britain control of the region, but a treaty in 1818 allowed both countries to share rights to the region

The issue came to a head in the 1840s with the increased American presence in the area

Many Americans pushed for the U.S. annexation of all of Oregon to the latitude of 54 40


54 40 or fight

However the U.S. and Britain agreed in 1846 to extend the 49th parallel to the west to become the boundary between American Oregon and British Columbia (named for the Columbia River)

There was no desire by either country to fight over this territory

The U.S. was concerned with the developing war with Mexico which began earlier that spring and the British were concerned with domestic issues


Utah


Religion played a large role in the American settlement of Utah
This region of far northern Mexico was initially settled by followers of the Mormon religion which was a development of the Second Great Awakening

Joseph Smith, a New Englander (i.e. descendant of Puritans) became a prophet of the Mormon religion during the late 1820s and early 1830s

The Mormons were one of several new religions appearing at this time of religious inspiration and upheaval

This religion emerged in the area of western NY known as the Burned Out District because of the wildfire like spread of the Great Awakening in the area

Like many new religions, Smith and his followers were criticized for their beliefs and were persecuted

The moved west to escape persecution and to establish their religion based utopia (sound familiar)

The moved into Missouri but were forced back east into Illinois

Joseph Smith was killed by a mob in Nauvoo, Illinois, in 1844

After Smith’s death Brigham Young, a New Englander follower of Smith’s took over the leadership of the Mormons and led them on their westward trek to establish their city on a hill

The found their spot when they discovered the Great Salt Lake Valley in 1846-47

When the territory of Utah was created in 1850, President Buchanan appointed Smith as governor, but controversy arose over Smith’s proclamation of polygamy in 1852, and Smith was removed from office
However a significant numbers of Americans moved into the Great Basin with the Mormons and the Salt Lake Valley became an important stop on the way to the goldfields of California after the Mexican American War 1846-1848

