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Reconstruction, 1865-1877
Gettysburg Address

A New Founding Document

The Gettysburg Address is the founding document of U.S. history after the Civil War


Sacrifice



Lincoln’s address focuses on the issue of sacrifice

Sacrifice of the Union soldiers that fought and died at Gettysburg July 1-3, 1863

He first mentions the sacrifice of “our fathers,” or ancestors, “fourscore and seven years ago (87)” or in 1776

And he says that it is for the “living . . . to be dedicated to the unfinished work” of the soldiers who fought and died

In other words, their example of sacrifice for the ideals of the Union is the example for us, the living, to base our society on

He says that if we live up to their sacrifice then their sacrifice was not in vain
If this sacrifice is upheld then the nation “shall have a new birth of freedom”

Lincoln is talking about the establishment of a new nation based on the tradition of this sacrifice


Reassert Traditions



However, Lincoln doesn’t completely abandon the old traditions



He reasserts the most fundamental traditions that the U.S. is based on

These traditions are Liberty, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution

Liberty is basically the willing restraint of one’s freedom so that others may be free
The idea of the Declaration of Independence that requires the restraint of selfish assertions of class or caste based superiority

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

The Address mentions “government of the people, by the people, [and] for the people.”
This suggests that government is based on restraint also and is suggestive of the preamble of the Constitution.

“We the people of the United States in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity (descendants). . .”
Thus, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address established a new tradition of American sacrifice and society based on the country’s founding traditions

Presidential Reconstruction

Lincoln’s Plan

By 1862 Union forces controlled Tennessee, Louisiana, and Arkansas

Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction (December 8, 1863)

No revenge or dramatic restructuring of Southern society

Lincoln held that the rebellion did not affect the southern states association within the U.S.

It only incapacitated them from performing their constitutional duties

The Proclamation established the 10% Plan as the means of reconstruction

Southern states could form governments and rejoin Union if 10% of voters in election of 1860 had taken a loyalty oath



Lincoln assassinated April 15, 1865


Johnson’s Reconstruction

Johnson issued a new proclamation of amnesty

Pardoned everyone with $20 thousand or less in property

Omitted 10% Plan

Established native Unionist governors in Southern States

Called upon Southern states to draw up new constitutions that invalidated secession, abolished slavery, repudiated Confederate debts, and ratified the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery

Southern Restoration

Southern governments under Presidential Reconstruction resembled old governments

Preserved old Southern traditions and society

Black Codes restored traditional Southern caste-based society



Established some new rights for blacks

Marriages legally recognized

Accepted testimony of blacks in legal cases

Property ownership

Blacks could sue and be sued

Established restraints and restrictions on black Southerners

They could not own farm land (MS)

Blacks could not own city lots (SC)

They were required to enter into labor contracts

Black children subject to compulsory apprenticeships

Vagrants punished

Congressional Reconstruction

Congressional Resistance

Radical Republicans disagreed with Lincoln about Rebellion

They held that secession had destroyed the Southern states leaving them with no constitutional existence

It was to be the duty of the Congress to decide when and how they were to be reconstituted

They refused to recognize Southern governments formed under Lincoln’s Proclamation

They wanted to reconstruct Southern society in the image of the North based on free labor, competitive capitalism, and land redistributed to freed slaves

Southern resistance to substantial change influenced moderate Republicans to side with Radicals

The Radical influenced congress refused to seat Southern congressmen (Dec. 1865)




Radicals argue that Presidential Reconstruction is not sufficient

They reiterated that Southern plantation society must be broken up

Radical influence in congress grew as Johnson vetoed an extension of the Freedmen’s Bureau and badmouthed Radical Republicans as “factious, domineering, and tyrannical men”



Radical influenced congress passes Civil Rights Act (1866)

Made all persons born in U.S. citizens

Citizens entitled to full and equal benefit of all laws

Vetoed by Johnson

Veto overridden by congress

Johnson’s support erodes further


Congressional Domination

Republicans won over a two-thirds majority in House and Senate in 1866 congressional elections

Radicals were dominant

Three Basic Laws of Congressional Reconstruction (1867)

Military Reconstruction Act

Prescribed conditions under which new Southern states should be formed

States had to accept black suffrage

States had to ratify the 14th Amendment

Army Act

Required that all orders from the president go through the headquarters of the General of the Army (Grant)

Tenure of Office Act

Required the consent of the Senate for the president to remove any cabinet member

Congress divided the ten Southern states into five military districts

Congress demanded new Southern state constitutions had to be framed in conformity with the U.S. Constitution

Southern states would be accepted into the Union once states provided for universal male suffrage and ratified the 14th Amendment

In order to secure this Congressional Reconstruction congress removed the power of the Supreme Court to review cases under the Military Reconstruction Act

Conflict between Johnson and the Radical led congress came to a head with Johnson’s impeachment

Impeachment of President Johnson


Constitutional Reform

One of the main effects of Congressional Reconstruction was the reform of the Constitution

13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments (Reconstruction Amendments) effectively re-wrote the Constitution as it had been originally written in 1787
The 13th Amendment banished slavery and was passed prior to Radical control of congress

The 14th Amendment defined citizens as those born or naturalized in the U.S. and forbade any state from denying citizens rights to life, liberty, property, and due process of law

Also threatened to reduce a state’s representation if it denied the right to vote of any citizen

Excluded any ex-confederates from federal office

Also repudiated the confederate debt

The 15th Amendment guaranteed the right to vote for any citizen of any status or previous status

These amendments established a new Constitutional foundation for U.S. government and society

Southern Reaction and Redemption

Intimidation and Violence

Republican support in the South was bolstered by Congress and newly founded Republican organizations



Union League

An organization that sought to organize the Republican Party in the South

Southern Republican Party was based on freedmen, Southern Unionists (Scalawags), and Northerners who came south (Carpetbaggers)

Southern Republican government were criticized by Southerners for being corrupt (peddling of influence), levying high taxes (to pay for new government costs like public schools), and incurring a high level of debt (overspending for public expenditures)
Violent White Reaction to Southern Republican Rule

Southern white opposed the supposed corruption, the inclusion of blacks in politics, and most Southern whites remained unreconstructed and outside of the political system



This led to violent reaction





White terrorist organizations

Ku Klux Klan was organized in Pulaski, TN in 1866

It was based on an appeal to ethnicity and Southern tradition
They disguised themselves as ghosts to represent the defenders of ancestral traditions

They were an unofficial pro-Democrat organization and opposed the Union league and black participation in politics




Klan Violence was aimed at white republicans and blacks



Fighting the Klan

Enforcement Acts 1870-1871 were enacted to protect black voters

The acts placed elections under federal surveillance and punished persons who interfered with anyone’s right to vote

Ku Klux Klan Act (1871) outlawed the activities of the Klan such as forming conspiracies, wearing disguises, resisting federal officers, and intimidating officials




This act broke the back of the 1st Klan


Southern Reconstitution

Once Southern states met the conditions of Congressional Reconstruction they were re-admitted into the Union
Gradually white Southern Democrats reassumed political influence throughout most of the South
Tennessee in 1869


North Carolina in 1870


Georgia in 1871


Alabama, Texas, and Arkansas in 1874


Mississippi, in 1875

These Southern states began to hold new constitutional conventions to draw up constitutional documents that reflected their traditions


The South Redeemed

Democrats began to dominate the Southern political landscape in the 1870, thereby redeeming or restoring Southern traditions

As time went by the Republican Party waned in influence until it was ineffective on a statewide basis

National Republicans began to lose interest in Southern Reconstruction as new national issues developed during the 1870s

Southern Democrats conserved their traditions by reducing the influence of Congressional Reconstruction in their societies
They reduced the size of government, taxes, and public services

However, Southern Democrats did begin to accept other influences of the North that helped convert the region into what is known as the New South

Compromise of 1877

National Distractions

Scandals and economic instability distracted Americans from the issues surrounding Reconstruction and eroded national support for Republicans

The Grant Administration was rocked by various scandals involving the secretary of war, the secretary of the treasury, the attorney general, the secretary of the interior, the secretary of the navy, and Grant’s own personal secretary

The Credit Mobilier scandal involved a railroad construction scheme that involved Republican politicians

The Panic of 1873 was motivated by deflation and the over-expansion of railroads

The Resumption Act 1875 contributed to the economic crisis by paying gold for greenbacks, taking money out of circulation
These issues took the political focus off Southern Reconstruction and allowed Southern Democrats to assume their traditional leadership in the South

Election of 1876



Rutherford B. Hayes (R-OH) v. Samuel Tilden (D-NY)



Tilden appeared to have won a close vote



He was 1 vote short of a majority in Electoral College

FL, LA, and SC were still controlled by Republicans and gave their votes to Hayes

But Democratic electors in those states gave their votes to Tilden

There were charges of fraud associated with these votes

So the outcome was disputed

Compromise

Ultimately the election was solved by a 15 member Joint Electoral Commission made up of 8 Republicans and 7 Democrats



Hayes won 8 to 7



Democrats threatened to filibuster to refuse Hayes the victory



But a compromise was struck

Democrats allowed Hayes to become president in exchange for removing troops from the South and to allow the restoration of home rule

Besides this major incentive, Southerners were promised an appointment to postmaster general and federal funds for economic recovery and railroad development

It was the conclusion of a series of sectional compromises that began with the Constitutional Convention in 1787 and led to the Civil War

The Compromise of 1877 was the last of the sectional compromises that finally put the sectional division of the U.S. to rest

It was the final condition that allowed for the establishment of a new nation based on the tradition of sacrifice witnessed during the Civil War
