PAGE  
4

The New South
The South is destroyed after the Civil War


Many Southerners looked backwards towards their plantation economy tradition


Other Southern leaders and boosters argue that the South should abandon tradition



Create a new Southern society




Small farms




Industry




Urbanization




Diversification




Efficiency




Education made widely available



Henry Grady




A leading Southern booster




Editor of the Atlanta Constitution

Development of the New South

Based on the development of new social relationships

New South Economics


Agriculture



Basis of Southern economy



Sharecropping

Sharecroppers worked the land in return for supplies and             about a half share of the crop




Tenancy





Farmers lease land from owner

Farmers could claim three quarters share of crop

One quarter went to pay lease

Oftentimes crops were bad and farmers couldn’t pay lease




Crop lien system





Supplied credit to poor farmers





Credit extended by landowners and merchants

Merchants supplied goods and supplies in return for a mortgage on farmers’ future crops

A mortgage is a transfer of property to a creditor as security

These mortgages were charged at a high interest rate because the creditor took most of the risk



Industry



Textile industry





Southern production overtook New England




Tobacco




Heavy industry





Coal mining






West Virginia






Alabama





Steel Industry






Birmingham




Lumber industry





Wood materials





Turpentine





Surpassed the textile industry in value




Hydroelectric power





Dukes of North Carolina




Oil





Spindletop

Redemption Politics

End of Reconstruction (1877)

Planter-merchant control of politics

Known as Redeemers or Bourbons

Redeemers because they redeemed Southern home rule

Bourbons because it was said that they learned nothing from the Civil War much like French Bourbons did not learn anything from the French Revolution

Redemption politics is much more complicated than a return to antebellum politics

Many conservatives understood the new social situation with regard to blacks



Redeemer’s political allies




Northern conservatives




Northern capitalists and businessmen



Redeemers supported




Laissez-fair economics





French for “leave alone”




Limited government intervention




Tax exemptions and other favors and incentives to business




Favored railroads



Redeemers established




Railroad regulations




Colleges





For whites and blacks




Boards of public health




Boards and commissions of agriculture



Redeemers and blacks




Black participation in politics was tolerated




De facto segregation existed but not in code of law




Disenfranchisement was achieved through unofficial means





Fraud and intimidation




Segregation





Not officially mandated by the state





In churches, schools, hotels, restaurants, etc.




Accommodation

Little segregation existed on trains, in depots, theaters, soda fountains, etc.



Disenfranchising blacks




Black civil rights became seriously eroded in the 1890s

