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Progressivism

What is Progressivism?

Progress


“Progress” is root



Movement toward a specific goal




Advancement toward a goal



Movement from primitive to advanced civilization

The roots of this idea of progress are found in Calvinist Protestantism

The idea was to re-form society in order to achieve the ideal society
Both conservative and radical at the same time


Historians have been confused about the Progressive Era



Aimed at control and order




Achieved through repression



Often seen as having economic origins




Aimed at righting economic wrongs

Focus on economics has caused historians to misunderstand the nature of the movement

Aim of Progressive Movement


Overall Progressive reform was aimed at:



The political process



Government corruption



Big business



Social developments

What is the common single feature of these reform movements that make up the Progressive Era?

All of the movements associated with Progressivism are aimed at encouraging social behavior through restraint
Character of Progressivism

The movement is basically a reform movement in the Calvinist tradition


Individual reformers have Calvinist backgrounds


They are either from:



New England (descendants of Puritans, Congregationalists)


Greater New England (the Midwest)

The Upper South (Scotch Irish Presbyterianism, Baptists, Methodists)




In terms of professions, they were:





New middle class technicians





Salaried professionals





Clerical workers





Sales people





Public service personnel





Educated Americans

The reason why economics is such a large focus of Progressive reform is because economics is based on social behavior
The movement becomes a secular movement as individuals focus on secular issues

But the ultimate goals remain spiritual in the sense that it strives toward an ideal society
Local and State Reform

Settlement House Movement

Like Gilded Age reform movements the Progressive Movement began on the local level then mover to the state level before becoming applied on the national level
Progressivism began with the establishment of Hull House by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr in 1889

They began the settlement house movement which was aimed at reforming the urban environment

They were concerned with many social issues


Drunkenness


Prostitution


Sexual laxity


Gambling


Lack of civic pride


Poverty


Juvenile delinquency


Providing playgrounds


Architectural improvements


Zoning

Child labor

Women workers

Urban Reform

The attack on urban machine governments was led by religious leaders, moralists, business leaders who resented the corruption

Why were certain business leaders interested in these local reforms?


Business is based on social behavior

Progressives basically approached reform in cities by reforming city government
Old city government


Wards


Two house government

New city governments


Enlarged the powers of mayors



Centralized authority


Elected councilmen from city at large



Removed power from ward bosses


Reduced state interference in city operations

Made administrative appointments according to civil-service rules

Mayors William L. Strong of New York and Hazen S. Pingree in the 1890s typified these reforms

Paid attention to needs for city services and economic relief

Established welfare services

Regulated businesses
Regulated public transportation and utilities

Redistributed taxes

Galveston initiated the professional city commission form of government as it rebuilt from the disastrous 1900 hurricane

Allowed for the professional and scientific management of the city


Progressive city leaders also were involved in social reform
Besides various regulations of utilities and businesses city leaders made them pay higher taxes

Lowered trolley fares

Improved schools

Improved services like sewer systems

Built hospitals

Built parks

Put on public events like concerts and plays

Local and state administrative reform was aimed at stemming corruption among business and politics
In 1905 and 1906 many corrupt connections between businesses and politicians were exposed

New York republicans were seen as being too close to insurance companies

Graft was exposed and trials were held in San Francisco and Pittsburgh

Railroad influence in politics cost the Democrats control in South Dakota
Claims of railroad control of politics throughout the South

State Administrative Reform


State governments passed progressive laws:



Forbade campaign contributions from businesses



Forbade free railroad passes to politicians

Instituted direct primaries to remove party control from corrupt bosses and businesses

Expanded regulation of railroads, utilities, and other corporations

Established scientific regulatory commissions to ensure effective regulation

Set rates

Supervised service, safety, and financial operations

In the South Progressivism dominated by former the former Populist heritage and the desire to maintain white social, political, and economic dominance

Legal segregation reinforced the traditional society of the South
This was seen as progressive because it restrained people who did supposedly have the means to restrain themselves

The West also followed the Populist heritage and sought to curtail the relationship between railroads, lumber, mining, and utilities corporations and politicians

Western Progressives instituted Populist suggested reforms such as:


The initiative


The referendum


The recall


A direct primary where voters could cross party lines

National Reform
Theodore Roosevelt


Became president in 1901 as a result of McKinley’s assassination


Already a well known reformer and celebrity

His celebrity became national as a result of the Spanish-American War

As a result of his fame he had less need of a party organization to mobilize political support for him

This reality may have been what allowed Roosevelt’s progressivism dominate in the Republican Party at this time

Roosevelt gave great importance to foreign affairs but this was rooted in his progressivism

Domestic movements for reform in the tradition of the agrarian Populists and the urban reformers reinforced Roosevelt’s reform orientation

By 1902 Roosevelt was publicly advocating stronger restraints over corporations and began to call for federal regulation of corporations
1902 the Justice Department used the Sherman Anti-Trust Act (1890) to break up the Northern Securities Company, a railroad combine


Also went after Standard Oil

The same year Roosevelt publicly intervened in an anthracite coal strike and forced the owners to accept a settlement

He also heralded the cause of national conservation of natural resources

He established the Bureau of Corporations in 1903 to regulate big businesses and put an end to questionable business practices


These actions formed the basis of his 1904 campaign platform

He called this the Square Deal

Roosevelt’s initial reform activities lent respectability to reform on the national level and kept reform-minded Americans in the Republican Party

Roosevelt’s major reform achievements come during his second term (1905-1909)
In the area of railroad regulation he got the Hepburn Act (1906) passed

Gave Interstate Commerce Commission powers of investigation and rate setting



He also got the Pure Food and Drug Act passed the same year



This was a consumer protection reform

Sought to control the unsanitary processing of foods and false advertising



The Meat Inspection Act (1906) was also passed

Regulated the meat industry that had been exposed by Upton Sinclair


Roosevelt’s reforms were generally cautious



He had to keep Old Guard Republicans and reformers together

He did not set out to radically transform American society or economics

The aim of Roosevelt’s reforms was to bring big business under the control of the national government
To establish the supremacy of the national government in relation to big business

To regulate big business for the interest of the community as a whole

Regulation, not destruction was the key to the relationship between government and business


William Taft (1909-1913)


Retreated from Roosevelt’s progressivism except in busting up trusts



Roosevelt disagreed with this approach



Roosevelt ran against Taft in 1912




New Nationalism campaign platform
Basically argued for a strong national government to regulate and protect every interest

Woodrow Wilson (1913-1921)
Wilson campaigned on the platform of the New Freedom

The New Freedom proposed to restore conditions of competition and equality

This was to be done without the government becoming as big or as paternalistic as Roosevelt wanted

The New Freedom’s attitude to government’s size and paternalism was necessary to keep the Democratic Party together

Old Guard Democrats were conservative and for small government

Progressive Democrats in the Populist tradition wanted government regulations and control over big business

The New Freedom was about the restoration of economic freedom to Americans free from government paternalism

This was to be done by curtailing special privileges for big business

And to make capital widely available to Americans

Wilson’s economic reforms:
Lowering the protective tariff (Underwood-Simmons Act 1913)

This was a concession to farmers and Populists who traditionally clamored against the tariff and the mother of trusts

It also was a means to reduce the paternalism of government

Imposed a small graduated income tax 

Was aimed at the redistribution of wealth from wealthy individuals and corporations to Americans of lesser means

Broke up worst trusts (Clayton Anti-trust Bill 1914)

It also exempted labor unions from anti-trust laws



Reform banking and money system (Federal Reserve Act 1913)

Created a flexible banking system where the government could establish greater control over the management of the economy

Combined central and regional government control with private participation

Prevent the suppression of competition (Federal Trade Commission 1914)

Wilson sought to use the FTC as the primary means to control trusts

The idea was to create an environment of cooperation between business and government

All of these measures were to promote restraint and cooperation in the relations between government and business
Socially Wilson supported:

Child labor law

Workmen’s compensation
An agricultural credits act

Women’s suffrage

Rise of interest groups

Political reform was aimed at purifying democracy by curtailing corruption, weakening party bosses, and restoring power to ordinary people
Australian ballot
Indirect Primary (govt. regulation of party conventions)



Direct Primary

Regulation of Campaign methods and finance

Cracked down on campaigning methods seen as unfair and corrupt

Interest groups organized membership, raised money, hired lobbyists, pressured government officials, and communicated their agenda to the public through demonstrations and advertisements
Transformation of Governance



Legislature weakened




Power removed from legislators

They were seen as corrupt and uninformed



Executive power grew
Roosevelt stood above party or any particular economic or social interest

He was the first modern president

New branch of government created by administrative boards and agencies

Experts assumed independent powers of investigation and enforcement




Regulatory commissions






Supervise rates and services of corporations






Made and enforced policy in






Business







Health







Education







Labor







Taxation







Correction







Natural resource conservation

As a result of these reforms much decision making was transferred from the legislature to administrators

All of these reforms were aimed at promoting restraint for the benefit of society

National level Progressivism sought to reinforce the American traditions and society of the past through modern and non-traditional reforms
World War I



The Emergence of a Progressive Foreign Policy

The Cuba crisis of the 1890s unleashed a reform moralist foreign policy onto the international stage

Development of War in Europe


Archduke Ferdinand assassinated



June 28, 1914
Sarajevo, Bosnia

Unsteady alliances erupt into war as Russia, Serbia's ally, begins to mobilize

Germany declares war on Russia and France
August 1, 1914

Although guaranteeing Belgian neutrality, Germans march through Belgium into France

Nations align for war in August 1914

Bulgaria and Turkey join Germany and Austria-Hungary in the Central Powers

 France, England, Russia (later Japan and Italy) join the Allied Powers

Wilson declares U.S. neutrality on August 4, 1914

Reflecting strong public opinion, Wilson states that U.S. will not join the war

Germany declares waters around British Isles a war zone on February 15, 1915


Neutral vessels are warned of potential u-boat attacks

Wilson warns Germany that it would be accountable for any loss of American life

Lusitania sunk by Germans off coast of Ireland on May 7, 1915

Torpedoed without warning, the Lusitania sinks in 18 minutes, killing 1198 (128 Americans)

Arabic Pledge
September 1, 1915

Berlin
Germany promises not to sink unarmed liners following sinking of British liner Arabic

Sussex Pledge
May 31, 1916

Berlin
Following sinking of French steamer Sussex, Germany again agrees to "visit and search" rules, but insists that Great Britain should also agree to obey international laws regarding freedom of the seas

Wilson wins 1916 presidential election

Declaring “he kept us out of war,” Wilson and Democrats barely defeat Hughes and Republicans (277 to 254 in electoral college)

Wilson calls for “peace without victory” on January 22, 1917

Frustrated with his efforts to mediate a peace, Wilson becomes convinced that both sides needed to cease hostilities

Germany resumes unlimited submarine warfare on January 31, 1917

Berlin was confident that U.S. help would be too late, Germany seeks to starve England into submission

Zimmermann note discovered
 on February 1917

German foreign minister Zimmermann asks Mexico to join Germany in exchange for return of southwest

British intercept message and leak it to the U.S.

Wilson asks Congress for greater powers in February 1917

Senate, led by La Follette of Wisconsin, refused to grant Wilson power to wage an undeclared naval war

Russian Revolution deposes Czar Nicholas on March 15, 1917


Russian Instability in Europe encourages Wilson to act

Wilson asks for declaration of war on April 2, 1917

“The world must be made safe for democracy,” Wilson insists

Food Administration formed in May 1917

Herbert Hoover heads effort to conserve food and boost agricultural output

Creel Committee issues official propaganda in May 1917

Daily "Official Bulletins" seek to convince Americans of the crusade for freedom and democracy and the bestial nature of the “Huns”

War Industries Board created
in May 1917

Led by Bernard Baruch, the WIB set prices and determined what goods should be produced by private industry

Selective Service Act passed on May 28, 1917

Eventually 3,000,000 men serve as draftees in the war

14 Points declared on 
January 1918

Wilson lists his goals for a war-free world, including a League of Nations

May 28, 1918 north of Paris first victory for American troops

France
French and American troops block German advance

France
American forces suffer heavy losses but defeat Germans at Belleau Wood June 1918

Second Battle of the Marne July 1918


France
Allied forces defeat Germans who begin retreat east

Meuse-Argonne from September to November 1918

In eastern France Gen. Pershing loses 120,000 men (10%) of his troops in heavy fighting

In October 1918 American troops cut German supply lines 50 miles behind German front

Germans surrender on November 11, 1918, expecting a peace drawn up under Wilson's generous 14 Points

The war is over

10 million soldiers killed and 10 million civilians die from disease and starvation

Treaty of Versailles signed on June 28, 1919
at Versailles, France

Germany signs treaty drafted by "Big Four" which includes huge reparation demands


Wilson’s Fourteen Points: All about reform and restraint

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private international understanding of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas

III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic 

IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced 

V. A free, open​ minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory

VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored 

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy

X. The peoples of Austria-​Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity of autonomous development

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated

XII. The Turkish portions of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development

XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike....

Rejection of the League of Nations

League of Nations was perceived as an international forum to maintain peace and stability

Wilson saw the league as the foundation of a world democratic government with the U.S. at its head

Article X of the League of Nations charter was the major sticking point in the treaty for the Senate which had to ratify the treaty

League members had to respect and preserve the territories of the members of the League


A new type of international arrangement for Americans

Resistance came from the ambiguity of Article X


What did it mean?

Did it mean that the U.S. was legally bound to get involved in wars to defend League members without congressional sanction?




Republicans in the Senate felt that the Article was too ambiguous

It was felt that members of the League would not go to war to enforce the League’s decisions




Wilson refused to compromise and it was rejected in the Senate

The rejection of the League of Nations was the beginning of the end for Progressivism

